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! Joe Thomas

: g: 5 scovered a peculiar thing about human nature
[ther day. Strangely enough, I learned it manag-
7 Rk iraternity house. Let me see if I can explain...
' B or twice a week we all gather together withas
y men, women and freshmen as possible and
) Bate at our fraternity. During the celebrating we
R 2 ot of dirt around, shake the walls a bit and
grally make quite a mess. Then, the guys usually
4 eand go to bed and wait for me to call them
kin the morning. We then gather together again
j maller numbers, (in much less of a celebratory
Bd) and rearrange the dirt so that it’s less notice-
Its really quite tricky, but we have mastered
ingan hour to an hour and a half picking dirt up
¥ one place and gently (due to hangovers), quietly,
ng it to another spot to prepare for our next
_ ' fration. It is really quite ingenious, because for a
gimal effort we can maintain a house and throw as
e parties as we like. Rarely does anyone consider
ghouse.
inkiteven hasa peculiar appeal; after all, people
wurn week after week and see the same dirt they
i the week before, only they have the novelty of
gxt in a different light, so to speak. Not very
R bout it changes.
b the simplest sense, I think that we as people are
8 similar to my fraternity house. Wespenda great
B of time in the emotional and spiritual “party” o
B Bworld, never ceasing in our zeal to experience the
SWE of the moment, the fast pace of pleasure. In the
IR of our hearts, in odd moments, we become
:j.;- aware of our shortcomings, the telltale dirt of
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our lives. I say in odd moments, because it’s usually
not accompanied by a trumpet blast, or the descend-
ing of a gavel to strike a judge’s bench. Itis something
more akin to a tear in the eyes of a friend we’ve hurtor
failed somehow, or the sudden realization that we've
looked out for ourselves first and been alarmingly,
quite “normally”...selfish. Yet, Ibelievethateachofus
knows we ought not to be that way (however dim or
strong that feeling may be), and thatis why we are so
surprised at ourselves, and often dlsmayed At the
end of our “parties,” our heartstandsinthe aftermath,
confused and dazed, and slightly empty and dirty.
The phenomena bears many cultural names (Darwin
called it “Unsatisfied social instinct”), but the simplest
is guilty conscience.

The dilemma deepens when our agendas and good
intentions fail to allay the weightof it, because they so
often fail. I think each of us can identify with the
feeling of striving and striving to do better the next
time and seeing that nothing has really changed.

That is why we can struggle at Davidson to ease
racial tensions, we can initiate programs, and educate
people (as so many noble efforts do) and still see
persistent hatred, despite all our best intentions. Itis
why, at Davidson, we encounter the same social ills of
alcoholism, drug use, greed, selfishness and ulti-
mately despair that wedoanywhereinthe world. We
are at a level of education envied by most of the free
world, butis there a wisemanamongus? Itseems that
hearts remain the same.

In the ultimate sense, there isn’t anything new
under the sun, as each generation moves dirt around
and thells of society recur again and again. It seems
at an individual and societal level, we need new
hearts.

That s the messagé of the Gospel of Jesus Christ, the

feligion: A new place for old dirt

man our school calls “the central fact of human his-
tory, giving purpose, order, and value to the whole
life.” For those who are broken-hearted by their own
sin, there is someone who is not under the sun, and
who will bring the newness our hearts long for. AsSt.
Paul declared to the Corinthians--Therefore, if any
man is in Christ, he is a new creation; the old has gone
the new has come....weimplore youon Christ’sbehalf:
Bereconciled to God. God made Him who had no sin
to be sin for us, so that in Him we might become the
righteousness of God.

Everythingelse, alas, is merely moving dirtaround,
but as the prophet Isaiah foresaw almost 800 years
before Christ's death:

Surely he took up our infirmities

and carried our sorrows,

yet we considered him stricken by God,

smitten by Him, and afflicted.

But he was pierced for.our transgressions

he was crushed for our iniquities.

The punishment which brought us peace was upon
him.

And by his wounds we are healed.

We all, like sheep, have gone astray,

each of us has turned to his own way;

and the Lord has laid on him the

iniquity of us all....(Isaiah 53:4-6).

For that reason, I feel safe in saying God is able and
willing to cleanse the dirt from our livés, and because
of that there is truly hope for a new beginning and the
house we call our lives.

Joe Thomas is a senior biology major from Morristown,
N. ] :

Clay Adams

Phere is only one way to end racism, and that is to
Bincial isolation and'segregatioti.Spelled out, this
s that the yellow, white, brown and black people
5hare this planet must no longer think that there
nyultimate value in being the member of a particu-
frce, independent of the others.- An idealistic,
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indy Beisonable impossibility, you.may accuse me of
and ,:‘ ighope in, but I see no alternative. Aslongaswe
of 20 B ourselves as of particular.races that must cling
ations ether, we will always harbour the constrictive in-

ristoward segregation and racial insulation, creat-
g sut-level hostility that will’ never allow us t0
pirace each other.

ftherefore make a call to members of all races to
deavor in a conscious effort to blur their sense of
gl identity. For example, whites, learn about Afri-
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" caii and Afncan-Amencan 1deas and take what ap-

. .pealstoyou and integrateitin your lives,and thendo
- the same with every other race. Blacks, do the same.

Same, Yellow, Brown, et. al.. Some of us will find that
weadopta wholegroup ofideas thatchange ourlives

»in ways-we had niever before considered. If everyone
.does this, then pretty soon (a couple of generations,
maybe) individual racial ideas-will become obsolete’
aspegple incorporate ideas according to their person-
alities, their interests, in short, according to forces
much more-constructive and positive than any lim-
ited by racial identity.

Racial discrimination will become the exception. .
The real movers and shakers, the cutting edgeleaders
and changers will be the ones who find expressions
for their personal identity in a multitude of cultures
and histories. These people will have resources that
will propel them to new heights, new powers based
ontheirability tomovebeyond the simple factof their
race.

1
e need to ”blurweur sense of racmhdenhty

In the utopic ending to this scenario, thefe will be so
many interracial marriages and intra-cultural expres-
siohs that few people will have a single race’sblood in
their bodies, or a single race’s thoughts in their heads,
but will have a patéh-work racial lineage. We will see
characteristics of every race ‘glorified through this
process and the whole.of the human.race become
stronger, more sensitive and more expresswe
* “At-Davidson, we are,blessed with students from*
approximately 30 different countries. We-have men
"and women of many races and racial mixtures. We-
, -also have somgTfantastic academxc courses thatreach

_ past Eurbpean influences and white American male
‘history. As Davidson cements itself in the highest:

circles of education, it must cultivate free-thinking:

students who eémbrace the complexity of themselves

and who have “selves” grounded in ideas that are

more substantial than any racial identity.

Clay Adams is a junior English major from Atlanta, Ga.
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Flake Sherrill

your Sea Gull/Seafarer expenence memorable.

The experience you gain asa counselor at Sea Guil/
Seafarer will augment your resume no matter what
career you enter. At Sea Gull/Seafarer you willlearn

41ts not too early...

itis not too early to start thinking about a summer
. Some of the best opportunities for rewarding
ammer work need not be hard to find. Last year I
Jnd such a rewarding job thatI want to passitonto
HiDavidson students.

Iworked as a counselor at Camp Sea Gull. Coun-
Belorship offers many opportunities. It is a time to
Ielax, a time to earn some money and a time to make
inerous friends. However, these opportunities are
ptwhat makes being a counselor at Camps Sea Gull/
bafarerrewarding. Your campers are what will make
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how to make everyone feel important. You will learn
how to turna bad experience intoa good one. You will
learnhow toinstill moralsintoanindividual. You will
learn how to work with all personality types, shaping
the good and attempting to eliminate the bad.

These are skills that most summer jobs cannot offer.
These are skills much needed in the mafketplace to-
day.

These are tools that will help anyone’s careers.

On February 14th, 1990 Camps Sea Gull and Sea-
farer will have two people from their administration
on campus. Those individuals are Tim Joyce and

pes

\ counseling job may be just what you need

Sharon Payne. If you yearn to have a summer job that
will be one of life’s best experiences, then stop by the
foyer of the student Union anytime between 1 and 4
p-m.onthe 14th. If you cannotmeet Tim or Sharon but
are interested, then call or stop Flake Sherrill (SNT-
111, 896-6501).

Also, if you want to talk about counselors” experi-
ences at Camps Sea Gull/Seafarer, then just stop and
ask the following Davidson students: Robert
Marshall, Bailie Keiter, Steven Summers, Suzanne
Spivey, Max Fisher, Sarah Nall, Gabie Vaughan or
Flake Sherrill. Robert Marshall has worked at‘both
Camp Sea Gull for boys and Camp Seafarer for girls..

Flake Sherrill is a senior biology major from Statesville,
N.C.
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