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The Gay Support

Glenn Fogle

It’s easy to tell when spring is getting near in sacred
community of intelligentsia known as Davidson College,
because some unknown champion (whose name has been
“withheld upon request”) of the invisible gay segment of
the student population courageously pokes his head out of
the proverbia “closet” by sending a letter 10 The
Davidsonian. This has occurred since my freshman year

notbecause there are not enough “eligible” people (no, nay,
never!) but because, (of course! eureka!) the burgeoning
masses of homosexuals in the Davidson community are
“t00 scared to join.” It’s the fault of all those “thick skulls
and closed minds.” That’s always the case, sad though it
is, the closed mind is responsible for all the problems in the
gay community and most of the problems in the world at
large. Ithink a much more appropriate title for the article
would have been, “Wanted (Desperately): Members for
Almost Extinct Gay Support Group” or “Closed Minds and
Thick Skulls Drive GSG to Near Extinction.” '
Some of the assertions in the article are ridiculous. For

-

Group: Something does not fit

away tofoster goodrelationships. Don’tbeshockedatthat.
What are singles bars for?” What are good relationships?
Isthatlike the “good”in Dr.Ruth’s GoodSex? Themystery
author continues, “There’s nothing wrong with having a
place that is good and clean and healthy to establish 2
friendship that may satisfy a real need.” What’s a “real
need”? Maybe they should have “Gay and Lesbian Night”
inthe 900 Room if it sa gay bar that Davidson lackstoserve
the “real needs” of homosexuals.

Well, I’ve “simply [taken] adeep breath and opened up,”
like the article challenges in the next to last paragraph. I'm

really disappointed with this year’s “gay letter.” Atleast
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! (and apparently acouple of years previousto that),andI’ve  instance, the second paragraph states, “It [the GSG]isnot the ones in former times had some fire and excitement to
L come to await the almost-legendary Davidson “gay letter”- a secret society (imagine a homo fraternity).” If the GSG  them. They were rather blatant and militant, though none | Mail
- with eager anticipation each spring (give or take a month). isnotasecret society, why then does it operate along lines of the authors (or author, as the case may have been) were 1 §
1 I was disappointed almost to the point of tears this year similar to the cell group of amodern terrorist organization, brave enough to sign their names. Despite *this yearly i k X
, because the “gay letter” in last week’s issue of The makinguseof ahighly developedsystem of anonymity (see phenomenon, Thave yettosce hidden massesof homosexu- " Inte
\ Davidsonian, “Homosexuals are people justliketherestof the fifth paragraph)? No one knows who these people are,  als (at least 10 per cent, right?) charge forth from their | The
. us,” was simply pathetic. where they meet or what they really do (but is that so hard closets brandishing the banners of gay rights. Whereisthe i :
1 My favorite part is the Jaws 2/horror film beginning: 1O guess?). The GSGis a completely invisible organiza- GSGnow? Nobodyknows,it’sinvisible-‘-always hasbeen. | éﬂf.i?;
“Jyst as you thought we had receded back into the closet,  tion. There could just be one person in it, if any at-altand- © If you believe in something why be-ashamed ofit? There'’s X
here we are again.” Waich out Davidson! I quote from noone would know. Why don’t they have meetings once  nothing wrong with being gay, is there? If so, why all this s
Poltergeist2,“They’re back!” Following up the ominous aweek, open to anybody, like the Eating Disorders Group?  super-secrecy, why all this paranoia? Why are all the
i first sentence comes the wimpy, apologetic, “I almost The best line in the whole article is the first sentence of homosexuals that supposedly form a significant portion of
regret bringing up the subject...” Then the mystery author the paragraph which tries to justify homosexuality: the student body not in the GSG? Why was the pathetic
L spills the hard facts to the already shocked readers, “I know “Homosexuality is a weird thing, no doubt about it.” articleby the GSG last week nothing more than a melodra-
‘E how a majority of you are frightened by the implicationsof ~Well... actually I think it’s pretty normal myself. Then,our matic plea for members? Something does not fit.
: such an article.” Maybe I better transfer for the last term  anonymous gay champion paints a picture of the GSG f
3 of my senior year... After that we learn, gentle reader, of which closely resembles a gay dating service: “Relation-
the tragic news that the Gay Support Group is in trouble-- ships are important, and-I hope that the GSG can become GlennFogle is a senior Englishmajor from Charlotte,NC.
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= .InNicaragua, asin the other Central Americancountries, —the Monroe Doctrine, and by repeating what we did about i was not
h v ”' = i " Fpe’op‘le”'are"nof"hitradt’ed‘to’“and”*are“not‘seekin g political~'the Soviet missiles that once were in Cuba“We need simply letter, w
ideology. They want, and are crying out for, food, decent  to announce to the world that we will remove any such |- and Erin
Sen' Terry Sanford shelter, jobs, education, health care and a future for their  installations with our own air strikes. Given the greater for aree’
' children. stakes that Gorbachev has in his dealings with the United } the Stu
There is no question that the Soviet Union, directly and  States, it is hard to think he would not get the message. | Boardse
I have concluded that we should not supply any further through Cuba, is sending aid to Nicaragua, although not Continuing Contraaid gives nomessageat allexcepttosay | written |
— Contra aid, and this is no snap judgement. It comes from nearly as much as sometimes is claimed. They have that we are depending upon a mighty weak reed forte J, Union B
a hard-nosed, realistic analysis. provided attack helicopters and tanks. They were furnish-  defense of our nation. . presentt
I have been to Central America four times. 1 have talked  ing oil oncredit, but they have cut that off. The Soviets are Almost all of the leaders of the other four countries want they con
to the five presidents both in their own countries and in  not furnishing foreign credit, and Nicaragua is broke. Contra aid stopped. They would rather count on thei this issu
Washington. I have talked to about half of the Contra Now for the big questions: Is Nicaragua a threat to the  Central American home-grown approaches. They do ot Althor
leadership group, all of whom live in Miami or CostaRica.  United States? Is Nicaragualikely toinvadeits neighbors?  think invasion is likely, and they should be assured that we involvec
. 1 have spent time with our Secretary of State, the Assistant Does Nicaragua pose a threat in supporting insurgency will assist and retaliate if there is such an invasion. process,
. i Secretary of State, and the two special Central American against its neighbors? Can a Soviet base be established They think they cancontain subversion and are notafraid fairness
i envoys who have successively represented the Secretary of there? What should the United States of America do? of that. Their real fear is continued unrest and instability. cants, m
Té State over the past two years. Nicaragua might be forced into communism by dictato-  The real need is economic health, jobs, and education. The agree W
Ihave flownby helicopter into the southof Hondurasand  rial tactics, but not easily; because the people are devout initiative of the Central American presidents offers all o that “an
visited the Contra headquarters camp, talkedwith soldiers, ~Catholics. If there are open elections, and the issue is the ~ these advantages and more. To fly in the face of this involves
. and spent considerable time with the field commander, economy and the way of life, the Sandinistas will have a  initiative, to continue the instability by more military aid, decisior
ot General Enrique Bermudez, going over his operation and  tough campaign. In signing the Arias peace proposal, they ~ will jeopardize, possibly kill, the heroic efforts the presi selectio
situation maps, his supply operations, his strategy and his committed to free elections, as well as recognition of dents are making to bring peace, freedom, reconciliatior, from ar
own evaluations of military capacity of the Contra forces.  opposition parties, free press, human rights, and reconcili- and prosperity totheir region. And such confrontationinm have :
1t is not a very effective fighting force. ation with all opposing factions, including the Contras. way enhances or even affects our national security. through
I have conferred with foreign ministers of the five Will they keep their word? Perhaps not, but there are Does the offer of more Contra aid help? Iam convinced we have
countries, the top military in three of the countries and  pressures that could cause them to do so. The presidents of itwill simply prolong the process..'IThe purpose of Contn views i
ranking military officers in the other two. 1 have talked the four neighboring countries will pressure them. aid was to get the SandiniStas to the peace table. (No option t
with civic, business, and church leaders, especially in Furthermore, if the present “mini-Marshall plan” being knowledgeable person thinks the Contras can overthrov Theo
: Nicaragua, and in the other four countries as well. Thave developed is implemented, and surely it will be, the price the government.) They are at the table, a table put thereby hesive,
X refreshed my memory by reading histories of the region. of admission will be continuing compliance. Nicaragua the Arias plan,and setby the Guatemala Accords signedd Union
3 i And I have conversed with hundreds of citizensof North ~ cannotprevailin aregional climate of economic andsocial the five presidents. Now, having assured ourselves of o appreci
1 ! Carolina. development if itself is not sharing the progress the others  own security, we should leave this process to those whon can att
¥ P Central America is not on the verge of tilting toward ar making. it directly affects. . : from an
K communism. Honduras has its second elected president, So there are some compulsions. The four Central As I said in the Senate Chamber this week, “we arefi up shex
E ' and is heading for a third. Guatemala has a firm and American presidents are willing to take a chance; we 100 strong, far too mighty, far too wealthy, far too large,fu have tt
3 determined elected government. Costa Ricaisamodel of should let them call that shot. Nicaragua to be anything but-an irritant. For us-to goim membe
E. E q free and open democratic government. El Salvador has a That does not answer the question of whether this little ~ contortions because a mdsquito’is buzzing around o pool b
5 ! courageous president who is caught between the old guard poverty-wracked country of about three million.people heads is not in keeping With the best of -America’s with th
i. {f . s and the old leftists; the Arias peace glan, which he vigor-  offersareal security threat to its neighbors or to the United bravery and its, self-confidence: To sdy that to voe fu leaders
it ously supports, will help him prevail in his efforts to take  States. If it does, the United-States ought not to berelying Contraaid will be a gredt victory for Russia or for com grate tl
" El Salvador into full-blown democracy. on the Contras to defend our interests. . nism’ is ludicrous. A vote for Contra aid tells the fou contint
L The trend is against the Sandinista leaders in Nicaragua, Do the Sandinistas really intend to build their army to ~presidents that we think 'we know what is good for tka Wes
1R who claim allegiance to Marxism in varying degrees. 600,000? Sheer numbers make that hard to believe. Con-  better than they do. A vote for Contra aid is‘a manifestatin ation ¢
; E’ There is formidable internal opposition to this philosophy, ~ sider the total population of three million, subtract the of fear and lack-of confidence in-ourselves, and is touly laws, 1
7 from a half dozen opposition parties, organized business youth, the women, the old, the disabled and the infirm, and unworthy of our great American tradition. selectis
o ! : B leaders, and the leadership of the Catholic Church. The then figure where they would get that many able-bodied
S economy has generally not been socialized, -although the soldiers. gath}):
tephz

sugar plantations and some other areas have been taken
over by the government.

A Soviet base in Nicaragua would be a true risk to
American security, but one we can handle, by reaffirming

Terry Sanfgfﬂ isa U.S. Senator for North Carolina.




