“*ofr-campus® graduaﬂyﬁ We all- know:that: seyeral* members

ft i§ poker fught for Daw}éons a::imm: frat
énd staff sit ib. a smoky x:bnmgsun Hageds:

Epsﬁan” hﬁuse
Qrmayba our aé&mﬁ}stra“ wpiays’:‘f ¢

for i year. WhaeLof Faa-gune? Scm'y,}’l Kagga Alpha
mne you e banlg;a‘px . .

have'it out: far Rattemun Couzt fﬁh@ fratemmes in partmn*
lar. Bvery decision apd ¢ avery mandat&handed.down from
o8 hlgh seems to bring the. Court one'stepclosen o oblits:
ergtlon The' majpmy of us-do tiot understan it = it xnlght
aswell be'agame of cfaps.

Most récently, Sigma Phi Epsﬂoﬁ hag found 1tself in the
deep end without theit floaties on; Again. To say that fras.
ternities do not serew up and-never deserve pumsﬁment
wcrg‘ld certainly be wiong, bat ngEp’s most receént fiasco |
Just does not make sense For dne thing, the' SigEp dvent
was compléteiy non-aleoholi ic. What's even stranger is
that tHe fiait is 6nly justnow béfhg ‘held accountable for.an
incident that occurred  during: Self-Selection Night,- the
first. weekend of the semester.. Maybe this, schedulfng
-issueds not the adnumstrat;oh‘s fauft, Hiat Imw arg Wé t:he
students, to know‘? :
 SigBp has received their formal® charges but has chosen
to kéep them coz;fé dential until they receive permission to-
“share the mfomxatmn SigEp members want to encotirage.
Gbéttar relations between themselves and ‘the adrmmstra-
- tion, but the rest of ug cantmue o] speculate what in the
world thé fraternity ¢ould have “done to. WarTait «mother
trial mere weeks after its year-long suspension. *

Pc)pular opinfon is. that thé whole trial is- A conspiracy
Aagainst the Court, that it is meant fo phase Sut Greek life

> of thie faculty have expressed their aversion fot both fra-
(emmes and eating nonses, and perhags his g just the
- mlmstmtmn aclihg our ihe* famlty s wishes, ™ »
! hethet- or not this-is the «casey there-ig no- écmbte of #
' dlsconnect between students and the rest: of the” Dawdson
- comifunity regard n 19 10, Patferson’ Col 'Reguiagiﬁculgy- '
student, exchanges ‘have-addreéssed such issues .ovér. the.
last few montbs, bt ﬂ}ey haven't reduced massive student
cynicisny that has escalated overthe Ia,st few years,
SigEp’strial has been’ schéduled :fér’ next Thursday,
May 1;at 7 p.m. and 'will be open to. the - pnbhc We.
encotirage eoncerned students mﬁuppon the nrgamzatlﬂn
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HIV/ AIDS posters play important rlg

In her April 16, 2008 editorial, Laura Van Oudenaren crit-
icizes the Student Health Center posters promoting HIV test-
ing. Here are some facts she .should conmsider: Today,
HIV/AIDS is the sixth leading cause of death among all
women in the U.S. between the ages of 25 and 34,
HIV/AIDS is also the leading cause of death among women
of color in the U.S. between the ages of 25 and 34.

Roughly 80 percent of women, newly infected with HIV in
the U.S. are exposed to the virus-through heterosexual con-
tact. Today, approximately half of all new infections in the
U.S. occur in people under 25 years of age.

Does the poster suggest that a confident, trendy .woman
may be HIV-positive? Yes. Does the poster suggest that a-
woman who wears make-up may be HI'V-positive? Yes. Does
the poster suggest that 2 woman with a nose piercing may be-
HIV-positive? Yes. In fact, the poster suggests that every
woman who is sexually active may be HIV-positive and
should be tested. That is the message this poster conveys.

Burton, Cook distort issue of low GPAs

ALISsA IREI
Guest Columnist

Last week, in response to the Student Government
Association's recent.report finding Davidson's mean GPA to
be the lowest of 11 of its peer institutions, two members of
our academic community wrote unconvincing and, at times,
overtly insulting critiques of student concerns about possible
grade “deflation,” and the overall competitiveness of
Davidson and its students.

First, Kevin Cook articulated an infuriatingly offensive
and embarrassingly ill-reasoned argument in which he
likened the Davidson student body to “someone running a
race, ‘coming*irlast"and then claiming that the only reason
they did so badly is because their shoes slowed them down.”
He dismissed the notion that Davidson's relatively low mean
GPA is due to grade deflatjon here or grade inflation at other
schools, chalking it up instead to poor performance.

Sadly, Cook seems to believe that Davidson students are
cither lazier or less intelligent than their peers. Or both. If
Cook aimed to insult Davidson students, faculty and alumni,
then I applaud his success. And while he i}nplies that he is
disappointed in the. Davidson student body, I, as a Davidson
student, am wholeheartedly disappointed in him. If the opin-
ions Cook presented last week are truly his own, then I ques-

‘tion his judgment in choosing to remain at an institution he

holds in such low esteem, amongst people in whom he has
such little faith. ,

Cook continues, “The problem is that most Davidson stu-
dents have never been to another institution. We can not say
definitively, one way or the other, if an English class at
Richmond or Duke is graded the same way it is here.”
Having transferred from the University of Southern
California Thematic Optioh honors program, I can attest to
the fact that an A at Davidson is not the same as an A at all

- other schools. Not by a longshot. I know transfers from

schools around the country —Haverford, Boston College and
Georgia Tech among others—who make similar clairis.

Our esteemed former SGA President Chris Burton wrote a
letter to the editor in which he exhorted us to stop question-
ing our institution of higher learning and its lower mean
GPA, and simply “Trust the Davidson education.” T would
argue, however, that the most vital lesson we can take from
our studies in the liberal arts is to refrain from investing
blind trust in anything. There-is no virtue in accepting the
status quo without exploration, comment or questjon. If
there were; then there would be scant reason for this or any
other liberal arts college to exist. An education in which
there -is no reom for questions is an education on which I
would waste neither my time ner my money.

In his defense *of the status quo at Davidson, Burton
asserts that recent graduates have “secured great jobs in the
Charlotte -financial district.” This is undoubtedly both true
and admirable, and most Charlotte-dwellers are inevitably -
familiar with our institution.

However; the Davidson community now boasts a student
body with increasing geographic diversity. .Gone are the
days when all of Davidson students hailed from the
Carolinas. And while Davidson is ostensibly fulfilling its
ambition to take its place as a national rather than regional
school, the- fact remains that in much of ,the country
Davidson is not yet a “name.” I believe with total confidence
that the iday .will Soon dawn when a .Davidson .man (or

Ms. Van Oudenaren concludes by contending that i

poster "damages the image of the school.” I contend & “1

knowing one's HIV status and preventing even a single ief}
HIV infection greatly outweighs any concerns apout ima l

David R. Wessner, ll}

Associate Professor of Biolog

woman) will need no introduction. But that day is not toia

and it will likely not be a year from today when my
mates and 1 apply for jobs and graduate school admiss
the West Coast as well as the East.

|
Fortunately, as Burton suggests, our education and e i

ences here are preparing us to make our own introductiod '

whether in California or Connecticut, even if our reputig I

does not yet precede us. Still, forging our way into o

|
futures would be less daunting were we not both a.) explig} |

ing to potential employers where we received our educa ‘.]
(“it's a small liberal arts college about twenty minuteso [1
side of Charlotte, North Carolina”) and b.) justifying off
GPAs. This is assuming that we first land the job or ad ll
sions interview and thus the opportunity to a.) explain a8

justify. f g

A grade does not necessarily §

reflect academic rigor, nor isi 1
-capable of representing all a st

dent has or has not learned, ii

I truly believe in this college and in the other people
call it home. I am proud of the education. I have receid

here. And I hope it goes without saying that “Ulimd§lé
b Sen. Ob:

when we graduate, each of us is better and more infomd}
than we were when we graduated from high school’ ’|
Burton claims. What does not go without saying is \
Davidson should stubbornly cling to a grading ethic tha I
not deflation in fact, is deflation for all intents and pup ‘u
If Davidson graduates are competing against job andg |
uate school applicants from better knownschools with hd i
er GPAs, then it is small consolation that we hail from
only school in our peer group that is using the rlghtg i
system, whatever “right” might mean. It seems reasord ;
that everyone affiliated with Davidson —faculty, alumy ,"if:
even students like Burton and Cook —would want Davidi
graduates to be as compefitive as possible in the "

world.” Right now, our lower GPAs are not necessariy} 1 ;
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ring us from success, but they are not helping us either. II" business

Furthermore, it is a mistake to assume that adjustin § ;1 L in Corpo!
college's attitudes toward grades will be to the detrim{lf { Berine
students’ attitudes toward learning. A grade does not cCain

sarily reflect academic rigor, nor is it capable of represcngh
all a student has or has not learned. How can one letter
whole story? If anything, 1 would argue that Davids :';I
grade deflation (or absence of inflation, if you will) exuff
ages a grade-centric, some might say grade-obsessed, i
ronment. It creates a mercenary culture in which leaming§ l!
the sake of learning i$ sacrificed to studymg for a ma i;
reward. I

Ultlmately, the issue at stake is not who is deflating i‘ i~

who is inflating their grades. To discuss grade inflationaf

deflation in this manner suggests that there is .

irrefutable norm or standard to which all academic ingi I!
tions should adhere. But defending such an argumem:s » ,
exercise in futility. A grade is a human construction desigd
to measure something that is ultimately immeasurable. E,
symbol. It is arbitrary. Ceci n'est pas une pipe. |
s
AlissaIrei *09 is a Political Science major from Scotts I‘
Az, Cbhta’cf héra alzrel@damdsbn edur v - 8
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