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et them watch cable

 Cible television in Davidson dorm rooms. It's a topic of
e that dates back even further than the Outpost. We
.‘ '1*.‘ en't heard much talk about it lately, but after questions
A ised at a recent SGA meeting, as detailed on our News
oes, the cable TV question may surface anew.
Aguments on both sides of the debate certainly have their
-; pils, but we believe it is time for cable TV to-be made
ilable. ' '
| Opponents argue that if students had cable in their dorms,
3 |‘ have no reason to congregate in the hall lounges, the
o0 or any other social setting. They’d sit in their rooms,
b or with their roommates, missfng out on chances to
“Jvispontaneous conversations and interact with their peers.
Pl 1o opponents, that’s not what the Davidson experience
A3 smposed to be.
I (thers say installing cable TV would be too expensive an
dtaking, perhaps costing as much as $200,000 per year.
) tem, the cost simply isn’t worth the benefits gained.
Sill others worry that freshmen, and upperclassmen too,
S neglect their studies, fail to take up extracurricular
. 3Biiies, o lose sleep by devoting time to readily available,
’ ricting entertainment.
R But there is another constituency on campus, often silent,
Mo heretofore have not advocated their beliefs. These pro-
/JBeris have been given a voice in incoming Sophomore
s President Jack Hubbard, who campaigned on the issue
S 25 brought the matter before the SGA.
fipporters say that if they are willing to foot the bill, they
it to have the convenience of access to cable news and
Wotsin their rooms so as to avoid fighting for control in the
W lounge. In the age of high-speed Internet and multime-
SR TV shows and programs are already available to those
il seck them, sometitdes in violation of ResNet policy.
2 g /nd they dispute the fact that they would lose out on so-
W interactions by viewing in their room and not the.hall
) ge or Union. Students already can join their friends in
puching videos, DVDs, or playing video games with friends
dorm room TVs.
| Thehidden force driving the cable issue is that many dorms
R dready wired—the cable is simply not turned on. Lack-

} pan installation cost ipicurred to the college and given the
\

et demand, we feel Davidson students ought to be given
pchance to prove they can handle cable TV.”
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College should explain affirmative action stance

Davidson College recently joined 27 other higher learning
institutions in submitting an amicus brief to the Supreme
Court in support of the affirmative action program at Michi-
gan University. The verdict of the case will have ramifica-
tions for the admissions process at Davidson and eventually
the composition of our student body. ’ .

Affirmatjve action. pqlftiqs.am,compliqa’fi:,d‘,.pc’).tqntially.

sensitive, and will affect us all in the

p St years to come. Realizing: this, why

: "”%” did the College elect not to involve

2w % ‘the student body in a dialogue.con-
cerning the brief?

The amicus brief speaks for us all
but is suspiciously lacking our
voice. For the vast majority of us,
the first time the issue was brought
to the fore was through an article buried on page four of the
Davidsonian two weeks ago.

It may be true that this type of decision can only be effec-
tively made within the upper echelons of administration lead-
ership, but that does not preclude the college community from
participating in the dialogue. The gravity and impact of the
issue deserves far more attention than we have given it. There
does exist a healthy and vibrant dialogue dbout race rela-
tions on campus, but that dialogue is for the most’part played
out in closed, small group interactions.

The Michigan case hasset the stage for the beginnings.of
a truly substantive and open dialogue about affirmative ac-
tion, college admissions, and race-relatiofis on campus.
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Davidson should seize this historic opportunity by process-
ing the outcomes and ramifications of the verdict as a com-
munity.

Both President Vagt and SGA President Charles Washing-
ton have graciously agreed to lead a panel discussion in the
coming weeks on these vital issues, and it'is my hope others
in the.administration, fagulty and student body will join them
in initiating this dialogue.

John Pitts ‘04
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The Dayidsonian welcomes letters to
“ the'editor. W¢ edit letters for
content, brevity and grammar.

E~mail-contributions-of less than,
« 250Wordsto |
davidsonian@davidson.edu -

~Please avoid sending comments .

 directly to Perspectives eontribiitors;

via e-mail or otherwise.
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