o e - —— - T |

THE DAVIDSONIAX THi
'WEDNESDA,
T I V 'E S Novemger 11, 200
| S|
I Chaplain’s Offi h 1
i aplain's ce supports homosexuasj .
I Tue Rev. RoB SpacH the usual order of things; most people are heterosexual an gzv;:
! College Chaplain and Guest Columnist procreate. But of course both nature and culture are filld OWD :
. e ) with instances that dp not conform to a norm. opini
3‘}3‘5’@‘@? The Chaplain’s Office was recently chided in the Some couples are barren; some people remain singled: the ar
' D ﬁwmﬁdﬁ ; LB g N A AR T Davidsonian for our support of gay students based on the theirlivesby choice or circumstance; Catholic priestsand nu dec
; " 3 mﬁ‘“ﬁmw&ff&m@ e e . claim that the Bible condemns homosexuality and that such take a vow of celibacy. None of these fulfills the comman thatr;‘
! joca e wean @ support is a betrayal of our Presbyterian heritage. I know and  to be fruitful and multiply, yet they are not condemsed
on énr mims ﬁﬁig‘?ﬁ Ayt Mea respect people of good conscience who thoughtfully disagree Likewise, most people are right-handed; that does not male —
; pengmmm Wﬁtjﬁm?m%s Y " with one another on these issugs. As the College Chaplain, left-handedness wrong, though some cultures force peoplet O
3 ﬁm@l@mm 388810&@ ti}e’@m : ogﬁa ) % hereis my own take. use their right hand. Most children are born in single birh
stadents have been found debating the fopic ngvery , - Seven passages in scripture make reference to same- but twins are not wrong, though in some cultures twins
A ﬁm@mﬁﬁ%mﬁm - 3{@‘?@“@‘&%% . " gender sex. Since space prohibits offering an interpreiation immediately killed because they are perceived as a threatts c
: ' swi{’man& compm M&Eﬁéﬁfﬂ the 900.%1 ¢ all seven (though I am willing to discuss them with anyone society. Likewise, a compelling case can be made that whis 2
I PROBEL R xn‘i@ velR - INSLEUCUYE interested in my perspective), I submit refiections on two most people are heterosexual, homosexuality is not wio§
o e téa;w?m@tto}; , which indicate that the matter is not as clear as many claim. even though some people would claim otherwise. ac
. ﬁ"”’ mm“”m&‘mf C:hﬁ S G ST e pRRE Perhaps the most-often cited passage in this debate is the story What is abundantly clear in the Hebrew prophets andi !
%Imwwks ng h&w’w @ufey ol PO o of Sodom (Genesis 19). When visitors (angels, disguised as ministry of Jesus is that God has an abiding concern for peoy
¥ ¢ men) arrive in the city and are offered hospitality by a man in society who are marginalized, oppressed, vulnerable,o _'
! PACAR. PR D R ’ e A ) 1 named Lot, all of the men of the city surround Lot’s house excluded. Gay people, who have faced threats and tort N
inue the discourse on. whdL Jog ndouibtedly 2 et eals 1 demanding that he send out these foreigners so that they can ~ as well as the horror of being rounded up and killed dun behin
1 (forcibly) have sex with them. It is a story of intended gang the Holocaust alongside Jews, Gypsies and people wi very ¢
) rape, using sex as a weapon upon the vulnerable (in this case, disabilities, certainly fit into that category. my wi
strangers) to “show them their place.” This violation happens Did the Presbyterian founders of Davidson Colle in the
e in prison today when a new inmate arrives, and it is not gay ~ consider homosexuality wrong? Yes, most likely they ¢ and a
S T - men doing it. They also lived in a culture that justified slavery usiz} differ
%s&z@%ﬁdwsﬁgbﬁi i"i% The other passages in scripture that refer to Sodom’s the Bible. In the Reformed traditiorf, faithfulness does i} stand
st k'S article represert | sin (Ezekiel 16:49-50, Isaiah 1:10-17, 3:9, 13-17, Jeremiah mean simply maintaining views because those beford® in his
v OF ’ i‘% . 23:14, Matthew 10:5-7, 12-15, Luke 10:1-3, 8-12) do not held them, but rather seeking to embody and articulate t§ and d«
cite homosexuality. The exception may be Jude 7. The Gospel of Jesus Christ in a way that is honest and auther§ W
text in Greek, however, makes clear that the writer is not for our current context. That is why the Presbyterian Chir to be .
concerned with sex between men but between men and USA has a Book of Confessions written by particular i fault
angels. A fair conclusion is that the Sodom story is not about communities at different times and circumstances in hisg sense
homosexuality. - These confessions do not always agree with one andteg soften
Judges 19 supports this reading of Genesis 19. Again, precisely because we must continue to be reformed by G’y perspe
all the men of a town surround a house and demand that the  Spirit in light of current realities and understandings. T note t
visitor be sent out so that they can have sex with him. Instead  why today we can say confidently that slavery is not pati they h
I (and this is awful in its own way!), the man sends out his God’s will desﬁpite what our forebears claimed. Likewis:.o& With
H k concubine. If the men outside were gay, that might be the rightly ask what it means to be faithful today with regui§
ﬁ “  end of the story, but it is not. They gang rape her all night ~our attitudes towards people who are gay. = T4 R
A wm@" . until she dies. Each of the other five scriptural references to For these reasons, it has been my judgment that s
’i@biﬁ@ﬂtﬁ@ﬁ@@ﬂ same-gender sex, when read in light of. the rest of scripture ~embodiment of the humane values espoused by the col
of. .1 and of historical, literary and linguistic evidence — which is a and in faithfulness to God, scripture and the Refo
OB ® thatwould | {raditionally-Presbyterian way of reading the Bible - likewise tradition, the Chaplain’s Office at Davidson should st'lg
e atterple yields no clear condemnation of homosexuality. support of and solidarity with homosexuals. ‘

The same can be said of other texts used in the debate,
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