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2008 Unfounded gendered politics must stop
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§ 0 Tuesday Jan. 29, the Massachusetts chapter of the
®viional Organization for Women (NOW) heavily criticized
fmator Ted Kennedy for endorsing Democratic presidential
Pndidate Barack Obama. NOW endorses Hillary Clinton.
e state chapter of NOW claimed his endorsement to be the

$ ke prospect of a woman president.”
Rithermore, the state chapter accused Kennedy of contin-
1 figto dismiss the “status of and respect for women’s rights,
4 wmens voices, women’s equality, women’s authority.”
| Ihey brought up his past voting record, claiming he was late
% 1t behind Title IX. The national chapter of NOW, howev-
¥ chestried to separate itself from the statements made by its
& Vsachusetts chapter, stating that although NOW proudly
¥ orses Sen. Clinton, it respects Sen. Kennedy’s decision.
L Itis important to clarify something before moving for-
wd Supporting Hillary Clinton does not make someone a
ot Similarly, supporting Barack Obama does not make
f sueone 2 sexist. Voters should select a candidate based on
Rt politician’s platforms on important issues. While it is a
Wi step in this country’s history that an African-American
11 woman have emerged as the two frontrunners for the
| Democratlc Party, factors such as race and gender should not
R uer while choosing a candidate.
Tie Massachusetts chapter’s claim that Sen. Kennedy can-
ohandle a woman president is ludicrous. Explaining his
& rons in a speech at American University, Sen. Kennedy
it Qbama provides a “new generation of leadership,”
R isenely needed in Washington. In his eyes, Hillary
$liton’s presidency would be a continuation of current
Sistington politics. Since 1989, the president has been
fchera Bush or a Clinton and Hillary Clinton taking over in
[ IXBwould not bring the right change. -
1 F fiealso pointed out that Obama never supported the war in
% =, vwhile Hillary Clinton originally had. Throughout his
¥ e Kennedy reiterated that a President Obama would
% 11 2bout the right sort of change both domestically as well
P sin foreign affairs.
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Life on the Court
An Epic Poem by Andy Knanss
Chapter Three: Lust

Meet college student X, a would-be Don Juan,

Ashe hits the dance floor and gets lns “frcak” on.
Whei Jast we' saw X he was totally drunk,

And had started to imagine himself as a lunk;

With alcohol mﬂatmg his sense of pride
Anavemgq]ekyll transtarmed into boisterous ‘Hyde:
This booze-induced courage impaiged his cognition
To the extent that X-acts now without mhibition.

His modesty 0 crtlu’own by Budwe!scr ngh(

Certain “urges” awoke that X could not:fight,
Compelled by. his hormones out into the night

Ina madcap:pursuit- of carnal delight:

X'sdon éatne actoss a'faux Mardi Gras,
The themc of the: party aLAlpha Omega

& spell 'ofa sweét@nen sedlly
' entered the-squiall:.

According to The New York Times, Kennedy’s decision
was partly fueled by former President Bill Clinton’s state-
ments in support of his wife. Some of these statements were
aimed directly at Obama. Kennedy likened Obama’s mes-
sage to that of former President J ohn F. Kennedy, his broth-
er. He said that just as President Kennedy believed that man
could go to the moon when it seemed impossible, Obama has
a vision that carries the “politics of hope.” Clearly,
Kennedy’s decision has nothing to do'with Clinton’s gender,
but rather her platform. The Massachusetts chapter of NOW
also said that it is their “obligation” to support a woman can-
didate after centuries of men in power. This should not be a
reason to support a candidate.

If the state chapter cited Clinton’s plan for universal health
care, or lack of support for No Child Left Behind, their sup-
port of her candidacy would make more sense. If the
Massachusetts chapter of NOW truly respects women’s rights,
women'’s voices, women’s equality and women’s authority, it
should look past its blatantly hypocritical statement.

Voters should enjoy the right to support whomever they

choose, and NOW should respect that right. Its website says

that its purpose includes “living free from discrimination.”
Supporting a candidate simply because of gender is indeed
discriminatory, and the¢ Massachusetts state chapter should
be ashamed for making its sexist claim.

Hiring practices dictate that merit should determine hiring
and firing, not age, disability, race or gender. NOW, or any
other voter or interest group, should support a candidate
based on his or her qualifications.

The Massachusetts chapter of NOW has not only made
itself look foolish but has placed Hillary Clinton in a tight
spot as well. On one hand, she does not want to lose votes by
chiding NOW; on the other, $he does not want to condone
their statements. The Massachusetts chapter of NOW should
issue an apology not only to Sen. Kennedy and the national
chapter, but also te its members.

Anjan Mukherjee 09 is a Music major from Chevy Chase,
Md. Contact him at anmukherjee @ davidson.edu
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