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MONDAY, NOVEMBER 8, 1993

Free Association: Jeff George

I am a potential rapist.

I’m a potential rapist.

Now, before all the women on
campus begin to avoid me like the
plague (which, come to think of it,
wouldn’tbe all that much different
from the way things are now), let
me explain.

All of the talk about racism
and discrimination that continu-
ally surfaces in this section re-
‘minds me of a lesson'that I learned
when I was a freshman. What had
begun as a simple class discussion
on an article by Gloria Steinem
had degenerated into a heated ar-
gument as to whether or not all
men are potential rapists, not just
from a physical standpoint (i.e.,
we have the equipment), but from
an emotional one also. About two
days after that class (the normal
grace period between arguments
and my good comebacks), I came
up with a very good question: why
aren’t women considered poten-
tial rapists?

Think about that for a second;
how many times have you guys
been walking alone in a dark area
of the campus, and been afraid that
the girl behind you might be fol-
lowing you? Maybe men are more
likely to commit the crime, but
why are women exempt from the
potential to commit the crime?

Now, two years later, it seems
that this issue, like so many others

that we face, is simply a matter of
unnecessary differentiation be-
tween two groups. When we’ve
gotten so nit-picky that we actu-
ally discriminate on the basis of
which group could rape the other,
then we have totally abandoned
the concept of unity. Andisn’tthat
our problem?

When it comes right down to
it, every dilemma that we face as a
community, asa nation, asaworld,
canbetraced toa fundamental lack
of togetherness. This is what hap-
pens: one particular group discov-
ers that it is being treated less than
fairly; in order to boost its self-
image and try to gain equal impor-
tance with everyone else, the group
begins to emphasize the things that
make it unique, different from any

‘other groups; by emphasizing the

differences, which are the original
cause of discrimination, the group
only make the situation worse for
itself.

Instead of trying to separate
each particular group of people
into its own way of life, building a
fence around it, and then trying to
make it equal with all the other
groups somehow, why don’t we
try working together?

If we want to end racism and
hatred (probably impossible, but
still worth a try), we must find a
middle ground between black

people and white people, between
men and women, between poten-
tial rapists and non-potential rap-
ists, between country fansand rock
fans, between those who are so
offended by the artwork on the
cover of the new phone directory
that they could spit and those who
could care less.

There is a name for such a
middle. ground, one that you may
recognize: humanity.

Now, I’m not suggesting that
we should abandon our individu-
ality and drop all adjectives from
our language. Rather, I’'m simply
saying that we need to think more.
Ultimately, the road to unity and
harmony must begin with our lan-
guage. In the words of George
Carlin, “we think in language, and
therefore the quality of our thoughts
can only be as good as the quality
of our language.” Some people
believe that humans can be di-
vided up into lots of separate races,
like breeds of dogs. It’s not that
simple, friends.

No matter how you try to pick
out the differences, there are far
more similarities. There isn’t a
“black race;™there is a black Sub-
set of the human race. That may
seem like a minor point, but con-
sider this: if we all belong to the
same race, then we can’t put any-
one else down without degrading
ourselves as well. We can’t chalk
someone’s appearance or behav-
ior up tosome racial characteristic,
because then we would all behave
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that way.

Instead of being concerned
with the problems that black people
face on the Davidson campus, we
need to worry about the problems
that each individual person faces,
black or white. Somehow, we must
train ourselves and our future chil-
dren to look at every person we
meet as an individual, with his or
her own peculiar characteristics.
When we lump people together in
a group, we lose sight of their indi-
viduality and humanity, and thenit
becomes so easy to forget how an
individual human feels when dis-
criminated against. If we could all
just be humans, regardless of all
the distinguishing factors, what a
peaceful world we would live in!
Can we ever reach that point? I
doubt it. But can we move in that
direction, make an impacton some
small little portion of the world,
and teach others what it means to
be the only animal capable of com-

plex thought? Yes.

Sowemustthink. Think about
what it would be like to be in
someone else’s shoes. Think about
how similar another person’s life
is to yours. Above all else, think
about how many people there are
in this world that hate you, and ask
yourself if you want to be a part of
that. Afterall, wecametoDavidson
to be exposed to a diversity of
subjects and ideas—why spend
$21,000 to leave with your mind
just as closed as when you came?
The change must begin with each
and every one of us; before we can
save the world, we have to save
ourselves.

Maybe you won’t directly
cause the worldtobe abetter place,
but how can you not try?

Shout it from the mountain,
fellow humans: if we work (and
think) hard enough, we can make
our community into what we dream
it should be. We can change.

Dating was undoubtedly a simpier fﬁ}‘@paosj'eign during the junior high years

Dating continued from page 9

were the “good ‘ole days” because
they were simple. In sixth grade I
think most people averaged three
girlfriends or boyfriends a week.
The process was easy.

All you needed was a note:

Dear Mary,

1don’t know if you know me
or not but I was wondering if you
wanted to go steady with me. Please
write yes or no on this piece of
paper and put it in my locker.

Love,

Holt Vaughan

If she said “yes” you were
officially “going steady” and you
were supposed to act accordingly.

This of course meant to never talk
toheragain except whenyoucalled
her at night. If she said “no” then
you waited a day and asked her
again

My question is why can’trela-
tionships at Davidson be more like
they were in the Golden age of
Middle School—simple and easy?
Basically, dating at Davidson is
nothing more than a drawn out
version of going steady. I guess we
are supposed to be more ‘mature’
now so our relationships havetobe
so complicated that we need to
spend a lot of time wondering
something as dumb as whether a
girlor guy likes us. Yeah, goahead
—deny it. Butevéry single person
reading this knows that in the back
of all of our minds we wonder what

a certain someone thinks about us.
Should I ask her.out? No, it’s too
soon. It would be to obvious. I need
to play it cool and act like I forgot
her name. Yeah, make her worry.
Should I call her to say hello? 1
wish I knewwhat she thinks about
me. Maybe I can ask her to study
with me. Oh there she is — 1
wonder if I smell. OK just play it
cool. Oh God what do I say?

So if we all think things like
this (OK maybe it’s just me), why
don’t we just change the system.
Reverse the clock and go back to
ourroots. Allour lives would be so
much healthier and happier. In-
stead of wasting two weeks taking
a girl or guy out when you don’t
even know if he/she likes you —
why not cut through the ambiguity

Hypocrisy abounds in deciding right and wrong

Relative continued from page 9
itis carried. In one case he extends
his idea of wrong onto the world at
large, and in the other he grants
judgement of wrong to the indi-
vidual,

Right and wrong being rela-
tive to the person has more prob-
lems. If this view were adopted by
society, and everyone lived by their
own law which applied to their
relative interpretation, there would
be complete anarchy. Those who
have no problem with murder
would commit it without punish-
ment, for according to their rela-
tive code of conduct murder is
perfectly acceptable.

Laws are absolutes. They are
predetermined standards of right
and wrong which insure that the
person will not have to make that

determination.

However, the laws are flex-
ible in certain circumstances.
Murder is a punishable crime, but
murder in a situation of self-de-
fense is justifiable. “Taking drugs
is an offense, but when one issick
and has a prescription the action is
rationalized.

What can be deduced from
this? Well, the mother of the child
with sclerosis of the spine is abso-
lutely right for wanting herchild to
experience as little pain as pos-
sible. If the child were to collapse
while under the mother’s supervi-
sion, her decision to notresuscitate
wouldbe justified. And theschool
is absolutely right in refusing to
accept the responsibility of not as-
sisting the stricken ¢hild.

So, the answer to my earlier
question, “Where does the prin-
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ciple of right and wrong being rela-
tive apply?” would be this: right
and wrong are never relative tothe
person, but can be relative to the
situation.

Over fall break, a young
woman said to me, “I hate
showers...the time, the effort. 1
love showers.” In one breath she
was able to contradict all absolutes
of logic and reason to demonstrate
the relativity of her opinion. She
hates showers because of the time
and effort involved, but is that the
same reason she loves them? In
whatsituations does she love show-
ers? Or ¢an it even depend upona
situation, because showers will al-
ways involve time and effort?

This example, however ex-
treme, illustrates the absurdity of
personal relativism. As for me, I
absolutely love showers.

up front and ask her.

“Do you like me or what?”

Just a simple yes or no ques-
tion that could be answered with-
out much thought. If the response
is positive you can ask her outand
enjoy the date that much more be-
cause you know that your s/he
wants to be there with you. On the
flipside, if theresponse isnegative
you canbrush it off a lot easier. No
more dwelling over your hurt feel-
ings — just pick out someone else
you like and ask him or her the
same question. No better way to
‘get over a relationship than to get
into another one.

Why do we have to play the
“game” of toying with each other?
I know.some people enjoy-it and I
guess that will never change. But,

to me, I think the “game” of mod-
ern dating is not only 3 bunch of
bologna but a waste of time. If a
girl doesn’t like me — that’s fine.
I'll get over it. But I sure would
like to know as soon as possible so
I can get on with my life.

In Junior High, if Iasked a girl
to go steady and she didn’t like me
she would say “no” — plain and
simple. I would get depressed for
ten minutes and then start to think
ofthe next girl Iwantedtoask to go
steady. It might sound alittle harsh
but it worked out. At least we were
honest with each other and com-
municated. I don’t think I could
come close tosaying the same about
the social life at Davidson or any-

where else. Maybe we can learn-

from our childhqqu.

Church continued from psge 7

chosen Davidson.

We support cultural diversity
and we recognize it as an impor-
tant part of out education. We feel
however, that Davidson should
avoid getting caught up in the po-
litically correctclichés that threaten
what Davidson has stood forin the
past and we certainly hope still
stands for.

The Board of Trustees remains
one of the last official school bod-
iesthat maintainsaconnection with
the Chrisfian church. Davidsonno
longer requires its students to at-
tend Protestant worship services
nor does it require professors to
sign a statement of Christianity
before being hired. Through these

changes, Davidson hasencouraged
Ma day-to-day diversity in students’

Trustees' Christianity important

education and interdction. The
Trustees, however, are responsible
forthe future of Davidson College.
Althoughthey are furtherremoved
from a Davidson student’s daily
life, they offer the long-ternt sta-
bility Davidson needs in order to
ensure that Davidson progresses in
a manner consistent with its tradi-
tions._

The real endurance test for
Davidson rests in its conviction to
prevent jumping into the main-
stream movements of the day. Let
Davidson be distinguished. Let
Davidson stand for something.

Alice Spivey ‘94

SGA Vice President

Brad Hilsmier ‘96

Head Independent

Senator

Josh Gaffga ‘97

Freshmen Senator -
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