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Nearly a month has passed since the October 7 celebration
of National Coming Out Day, but I am still left with serious
concerns about it. For those who did not hear about it, the
event was a discussion with a panel of gay and lesbian faculty
and staff intended to support and celebrate students coming
out publicly about their homosexuality. Davidson should be
a place where the truth is honored and students are cared for,
and 1 think the event showed a major failure in both areas.
I hope that the readers of the Davidsonian will hear these
concerns with an open heart.

I know that Davidson desires to, protect its students from
harassment. 1 happily support this worthy goal. However, it
is a grave injustice when this ideal is twisted to obscure the
truth and to lead students to openly rebel against the God
who made them. I affirm, along with the Christian tradition
with which our Statement of Purpose allies itself, that “God
is the source of all truth.” The scriptures of the Old and New
Testaments, which are his Word, are thus trustworthy in all
their parts, since they are inspired by the God from whom all
truth comes. These scriptures plainly attest that homosexuality
is rebellion against our perfect Creator. The crowning glory
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and commanded, “be fruitful and multiply and fill the earth
and subdue it...” (Genesis 1:26-28, 2:23-25 ESV). This first
marriage and every subsequent human marriage point to the
great marriage of Jesus Christ and his church at the end of the
world, which is the joyful destiny of all those who love the
Lord (Revelation 21, Ephesians 5:31-32). Along with other
sexual sins such as adultery and fornication, homosexuality
overturns the Creator’s beautiful design for marriage. It
also mocks his wise design for the human body and sexual
intercourse. Furthermore, homosexuality makes it impossible
to obey the command, “be fruitful and multiply” and leads to
the extinction of generations yet unborn. God justly condemns
itin-his-own voice as an abominatien<Eeviticus-+8:22)-and~=
shows his hatred of it by destroying Sodom and Gomorrah as
an example (Jude 1:7). Furthermore, the apostle Paul teaches
that being given over to homosexuality is a punishment on
those who worship idols (Romans 1:18-32). Therefore, when
Davidson officially encourages homosexuality by supporting
events such as the National Coming Out Day celebration, itis
unwittingly encouraging its students to turn against the God
who made them, his very good creation, and his perfect moral
law, and to live and die under his wrath and curse.
To honor the truth and to care for our students, we should
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- I am a Christian, a Presbyterian, who loves God and
struggles to understand who God is and who we are in relation
to God amid a cacophony of voices and interpretations in
the Church and in the world. One of the things I appreciate
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order to respond to these huge questions. Presbyterians do this
in such a way that values the Bible as an authoritative source
while calling us to interpret it carefully and thoughtfully
using the best historical, linguistic, and literary scholarship.
It is from this perspective that I want to call attention to and
celebrate Davidson’s support of National Coming Out Day,
through banner signings and a panel discussion with openly
gay faculty and staff.

My tradition affirms that God created everything and
declared it good. Humans are created in the image of God
for a purpose, and God loves each and every person. God
is more magnificent and powerful than I can ever imagine,
and is beyond our realm of understanding. We are called to
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knowing we are not alone.
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bringing reconciliation and love into the world.

seek justice, cherish kindness, and walk humbly with God,

The openness of the school and its support for the
GLBTQ (Gay, Lesbian, Bi, Transgendered, Questioning)
community speaks volumes to the heritage of Davidson in
the Presbyterian tradition. Despite individual differences
of opinion on hormosexuality, we can stand together and
affirm homosexuals. I think one of the best things about
Davidson’s foundations is the opportunity it provides for
critical thinking, for open dialogue and for faithful response
to the current context due to the Confessional tradition of
the Presbyterian Church. I find the openness of Davidson
to students of all sexualities to be a wonderful sign of God
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We are challenged to be signs of these gifts, to'b
down boundaries around us, to welcome the outcas, g
oppressed, the, stranger, the hurt, the weak, and show i
and compassion, following the example set forth by thel
the prophets of the Hebrew Bible and Jesus’ ministry. 4
walk into the Union each day and see the banner hat
with signatures of students, faculty and staff showing il
support for the GLBTQ community, I am reminded of 8
wonderful steps we as a community are taking to ang

these challenges.
of religious and non-religious individuals, Christians,

oppression and injustice of all sorts.
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Contact her at jahofmeister @davidson.edu.

This gives me great hope about what we, a comnig

people of various faiths, can do together to stand up g
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