
study studentmay possiblybe onstaff atthe centernext semester.
Toacquirefunding,thecommitteehopestocombinethedonationsofseveralsources. Malphurs

isfocusingontheimmediateneeds for thebeginningfundraising:"weneedphysical thingsᶣ furniture,
a filecabinet." BecauseCulpsaid thatcurrently"nothingisdownthere(atthecenter)ɥ nofurniture,
no paint for the walls, "the opening during the Coeducation celebration willalso include small
fundraising from alumanebypossibly auctioningoff partsof future furniture. The committeealso
planstoapplyfor aSGAcharterand thenforATCemergencyfunding. AlthoughtheDeanofStudents
Officedoes nothavemuchmoneytogive thecenter,Culp said that PresidentVagt,DeanShandley,
and theadministration"havebeenextremelysupportiveof theidea."Ross added,"the Presidentand
the Dean of Students Office have made a personal committment as well as an administrative
commitmenttosee that thecenteris successful."

Inresponse tocriticismofthecenterbeingunnecessary,a feministhaven,orexclusive,Culpsaid
thatit "isopentoeveryone."Malphurswantstocentereventoexpandbeyond theboundariesof the
collegecommunity: "we eventuallysee thecenterbeingopenedup to the wholecommunity."She
continued,"theBridgesprogramholds greatpromise inincluding peoplefromdiversebackgrounds
of thecollegecommunity."Culp feels the centeris importantbecause "it demonstratesthat wevalue
our community; we value various needs of our community." The center is "achallenge to the
community tolookat things like gender andto use it (and) to think aboutvoicesinthe classroom,
PattersonCourt,day-to-daylifeatDavidson."Culpsummarized,"theCollegehasthatissuesofgender
areimportantenoughttocreatea space."

Malphurs feels that thechange in theoriginal name of Women'sResources Center toGender
ResourceCentersignifiestheinclusivenessoftheCenter.Shesaid,"issuesthat shouldbecalledgender
issues arecalledwomen'sissues," andMalphurswants to center to address "issuesof femininity and
masculinity."

Looking to the future, thecommitteeis currently forminga tenyear visionstatement thatRoss
said "willprovideforthe future,not yearby year."Thismissionwillhopefullyguarntee thecenter's
success,unlikethefailedpreviouscenter,aboutwhichMalphurssaid"nooneknowsbecauseitwasn

'
t

documented."Malphurs and Ross want the center to be "a campus institution," instead of an
organization. They intendtouse thecurrent center as a"provingground" to"demonstratetheneed"
andthen tomove toabigger space.

The center willofficially Qpen onSaturday, October24, andCulp, Malphurs,and Culp invite
everyonetouse thenew resources.

By CarrieArthur
NewsEditor

OnThursdayOctober15,PresidentVagtapprovedtheproposalfor theGenderResourceCenter,
whichwillbelocatedintheoldRLOofficeinBelk. Theplans for thecenterbeganlastyear,andVagt's
decisionwastheculminationof thoseplans. TheGenderResourceCentercommittee plans toholda
grandopeningcelebrationthereonSaturday October24during theCoeducationCelebration.

The center willhost organizationssuch as theWomen'sIssues Committee,theRapeAwareness
Committee, thestudenthealthadvisors, theGenderStudiesconcentration, theEatingDisordersGroup
(part of theWomen'sIssuesCommittee), theBridgesprogram,andhopefullyFLAG. Inadditionto
hosting these organizationsand future groupsthat grow from it, the center willbeopen to anyone
interestedin issuesof gender. A library withgender issues literature,referralservices, counselling
services,analumni/alumnaedatabase,art gallery space,distribution of women'shealth information,
andacalendarof women's issues eventswillallbe partof the center. AnnCulp '00of theGender
Resource Centercommitteefeels thatit "willcreateacentralfocus."

TommyRoss '99alsooftheGenderResourceCentercommitteesaidthat thecenterandcommittee
hopes "to builda community wheregender relations are not constrainedby differentbiases and
unhealthymodesofinteraction thatcurrently constrainthecampus."

Theimmediate goalsof the committeeincludegeneratingstudent, faculty,andstaffinvolvement
andfinding sufficientfunds. AlthoughCulp said,"student involvementhasbeenextraordinary,"Ross
thinks,"thebigchallengewillbegettingstudentsinvolved."Theybothfeel thatfacultyandstaffsupport
isessentialbecauseof thesmallerturnover of facultyand staffmembers.Many facultyandstaffhave
alreadyoffered theirsupport. Rosssaid,"for themostpart,the faculty andstaffnetwork is alreadyin
place."CulpechoedRoss,"we'vereceivedalotof support from variousmembersof the facultyand
staff. A lot ofpeoplehavebeen looking forwardto this for along time."

Torealizethegoalof involvingmorepeople,committeememberElisabethMalphurs'99plansfor
"services coordinated within the center will go out to reach people." Ross hopes that "exciting
programming" will attractpeople: "people willcome toprogramming more than thecenter at first.
Hopefully,they'll see what the centerhastooffer."

Inaddition to attracting students, faculty, andstaff toprograms, thecommitteewants for some
faculty, staff, andstudent healthadvisors/peer counsellorstoholdofficehours atthecenter. A work
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them to dance.
Sponsored by the ISA and the Cul-

tural EventsCommitteeof the Union, the
internationalfestivalinvitesDavidsonstu-
dents to experience others cultures and
ways of life.

Through the time and dedication of
many international students, this festival
shares with the college community the
diverse foods, clothing,music, and ways
of thinking that helpto define the differ-
ent peoplesof the world.

Degasperi,and Professor Bollo-Panadero
dancedgracefully to Spanishmusic.

The final performance of the after-
noon was a group of fiveDavidson men
who played African rhythms on their
drums. The performers were Nowell
Zimmerman, AllenLee,BoHuston, Ragy
Ragheb,and TaylorHerbert. With punctu-
ated rhythms and dancing, this group in-
vited the audience to come dance with
them. By the end of their performancea
groupof about20 studentsgatheredaround
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Axum, thisancientstructure woulddwarf
any human being standing next to it, and
yet, it- was carved from a single stone.
Even today, scientists are baffled as to
how anyone couldhave accomplished this
feat.

The food offered at the different
boothsallowedstudents toexplorediffer-
ent cultures' culinary tastes. The Ghana
boothallowedstudents to taste jollofrice
whichwasmadefromcassava,aroot veg-
etable, while the booth from Malaysia
gave students the opportunity totry beans
and pork which were wrappedin a sticky
rice and steamed in banana leaves.

The festivalendedwitha flourish in
the performances of some of the interna-
tionalstudents themselves.From2:00un-
til3:00 PM, students gathered in the 900
roomto watchdifferent displays ofdanc-
ing and skills unique to particular cul-
tures.

Tobegin the show, each country rep-
resented at the fair presentedits flag in
the paradeof flags. Walking out proudly
with their flags, students told the audi-
ence both their name and their country,
first intheir native language, and then in
English.
Following the parade of flags,

Mauricio Sauma and Agatha Degasperi
displayedtheirabilitiesinLatin dancing.
After a few songs, theyinvited the audi-
ence to join in, and, followingtheir lead,
a line ofpeopletried their hand at Latin
dancing.

FromKorean tradition, the next per-
formance on the list was Dahn hak, a
combinationof martial arts, meditation,
and breathing exercises which is known
as Tai Chi in the United States. Led by
Jihoon Hwang, threeof his students fol-
lowed him in the exercise which con-
sisted of a series of smooth and forceful
movements set toKorean music and the
b,eatof a drum.

Following the Dahn hak, professor
Jan Blodgett displayed her talent ofbelly
dancingina whirl of color.

TheUnitedStates waseven included
in this mix, as two students played the
harmonicaand guitar todemonstratetra-
ditional blues and country music from
America.

The next performance was a tradi-
tionaldanceofSpanishandMexicanori-
gin. Called the sevillanas, four women,
Nora Kizer, Felicia Leborgne, Agatha

By Ashley King

Staff Writer

Walking up to the internationalfesti-
val, students were greeted at once with- an
odd mixture of a reggae band's metallic
sounding steel drum and a student playing
the bagpipes. These diverse sounds were
only a preview of the culturalmixture that
was to come at the 15th annual Interna-
tional Festival, held in the college Union
onOctober 4th from 11:00 in the morning
until 3:00 in the afternoon. International
students from across the world displayed
items from theirdiverse culturesandlands.

All of the participating international
students were responsiblefor organizing a
booth to represent their respective coun-
tries and presenting items such as pictures
oflandscape,exotic food,traditionalcloth-
ing, and householditems.

The booths were arrangedso thatdif-
ferent areas of the world were found in
differentrooms.IntheMorrisonroom,stu-
dents walked through Central and South
America. Upstairs in theHomeroomwere
the booths for Europe. Across the hall in
the UnionConferenceRoom,students pe-
rused the presentations of the many cul-
tures of Africa and Middle East. Finally,
students from the countries in Asia and
Australia exhibited an overview of their
homes in the 900room.

Each boothcarriedwith it the unique
personalities and stories of the students
who had carefully set them up. Blasting
Turkishmusic, the members of the booth
for Turkey spent muchof their time danc-
ingaroundthe homeroom.Inthe 900room,
theKoreanboothplayedKoreanpopmusic
which, thepresenters explained,was influ-
encedbybothJapaneseand Americancon-
temporary music.

The storiesof each country were just
as special as the musiceachboothchose to
play. Expressing a story of her people,
Dalia Abu-Dayyeh of the Palestinian and
Egyptian boothexplainedthat the delicate
coffee cups onher tablehad a specialsig-
nificance for many inhabitants of her na-
tivePalestine. These cups helda thick tea
which old women would drink- and then
turnover.According to custom,after leav-
ing the cups to dry, the womenwouldthen
be able toread the future fromthe patterns
of coffee stains left on the cup. A picture
of a large stone structure hangingover the
Ethiopianbooth toldanother story. Called

Vagt approves GenderResource Center
News


