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LocaN LEwis
Sports Editor

I am writing in direct response to Hope Cain’s
article regarding gender from last week. While I find
some of Cain’s points sad but true, I think that most
of her assertions consist of gross generalizations
which do not apply to the majority of Davidson
students. I believe Cain offers an excellent message,
begging Davidson students to move beyond
gender conflicts and seek mutual understanding.

Of course, I sympathize with Cain in that I
believe that men and women often fall victim to
common misunderstandings caused by sexual
tension. At the same time, however, 1 believe
Cain does a disservice to both men and women at
Davidson, arguing that it is the norm for men to
judge girls solely based on their Commons trays
and for women to conclude that they are just “too
good” for any man here. I hope to demonstrate a
radically different Davidson experience, in which
men and women are able to eat, talk, and even dance
together without an expectation of sexual activity.

I will start with Commons. I enjoy meals on
the dark side as well as the light side. Actually, the
dark side is preferable because it offers round tables,
which enhance conversations. I eat the majority of
my meals in the company of both men and women.
Our conversations do net consist of ranking women
based on their physical attributes, and I definitely
do not take the time to make a mental note of what
each girl has on her plate. Are you kidding me?

“T accept that some girls might
evaluate themselves based on the
opinions of others, but I do not really
want to associate with those girls
anyway.”

I understand that some males m4¥y think and speak
in such ways, but I judge that these individuals make
up a small portion of the population. I do not mean to
excuse them, because I certainly do not condone their
actions, but I cannot agree with Cain’s conclusion.

It seems to me that Cain is suggesting that
Davidson girls refrain from wearing sweatpants to
Commons due to their fear that shallow guys will
think less of them. If that is truly the case, then I am

disappointed. I accept that some girls might evaluate

themselves based on the opinions of others, but I do
not really want to associate with those girls anyway.

-- L have much more respect for girls who live without

regard for the creeps and go as far as to dress modestly.
Switching perspectives, Cain writes that men
fall victim to Commons slander. She goes on
to quote a girl who says, “There are just no guys
that are good enough for me here,” and Cain even
agrees with her. In her editorial comment, she
admits, “we as girls have all thought this at some
point or another.” Again, I refuse to believe that the
majority of girls at Davidson have thought that no
guy on campus is “good ‘enough” for them. There
is a difference in believing that you will not find
the right guy and thinking that you are somehow
better than everyone else. Are the majority of girls
at Davidson really that conceited? 1 hope not.
Afterattributingsuchcondescendingthoughts

to Davidson’s entire female population, Cain goes on
to say, “it is difficult to find guys here that are not of
the disrespectful, drunkard, spoiled, money-maker
wanna be, momma’s boy, typical-just-looking-for-
sex-and-sex-only breed.” If that is the perspective
of the majority of girls at Davidson, then they have
not taken the time to get to know the overwhelming
majority of Davidson men. Because I find that
premise faulty, I suggest that most Davidson girls
do not actually think that way about Davidson guys.
In fact, I agree that some guys here meet that
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description, but they are in the minority. I am very
sympathetic to those girls Cain mentions who have
only encountered such disgusting guys during their
Davidson experience. My guess is that these girls
have restricted themselves by settling for this type of
behavior. These girls should take some responsibility
and seek to get to know guys who will appreciate
them for their personality, intelligence, and beauty.
L 4

“I am very sympathetic to those
girls Cain mentions who have ~
only encountered such disgusting
guys... these girls should take some
responsibility and seek to get to know
guys who will appreciate them for their
personality, intelligence and beauty.”

After concluding that Davidson girls are
uptight but not easy, Cain claims that all men at
Davidson expect sexual gratification after a night
at the Court. First, I believe that most girls would
object to Cain’s admission that Davidson girls are
uptight, arguing that it is precisely generalizations
like that which cause conflicts between genders.
Furthermore, I take offense at the suggestion that
guys automatically expect to have sex with each
girl they encounter on the dance floor. Again, this
may be true for some nién on campus, but not for
the majority. Although I do not believe that Cain
depicts the attitudes of the majority of Davidson
men well at all, I will address the scenario anyway.

Instead of assigning blame, preventative action
may be in order. Logically speaking, grinding
with a guy at the court, making out with him,
and engaging in various sexual activities sends
signals to the guy that the girl may be interested
in something more after leaving the party. If a girl
does not intend to send that signal, then she should
not provoke him in that manner, leading him to
conclude that she is just a tease. It looks like we
are back to square one with misunderstandings
due to sexual tension. _I hope that now one can
see how to prevent such miscommunications.

In Cain’s advice to women, she gives sleazy guys
a break, saying, “they appreciate [women] enough
to go to a school where they will probably get much
.throw some of the appreciation back
their way.” To think that I made my decision to go
to Davidson based on how much of an opportunity I
would have to have sex is utterly ridiculous. I will

“...men and women are different, but
somehow we coexist through a process
of mutual understanding and respect.”

not even try to make sense of Cain’s final suggestion
that her gender should “throw some appreciation”
towards men. I just have a sense that most women
on campus will not find that idea appealing.

Finally, I think Cain and I want the same thing
for men and women on campus — mutual respect
which will lead to greater understanding and more
significant relationships. I have confidence that Cain
portrays Davidson in an extreme and fictitious way,
assigning blame and driving the genders farther apart.
I hope that I have taken a more realistic approach
to the social situation of the majority of Davidson
students, illustrating that the majority of men and
women on campus have already concluded as many
second-graders across America have — that men and
women are different, but somehow we coexist through
a process of mutual understanding and respect.

Logan Lewis ‘12 is the Sports Section Editor and a
classics major from Chester, SC. Contact him at lolewis@
davidson.edu.

THF

Tl
Ceme

stom:
300,0
War.
digni
whic]
in th
Benj:
shoul
B«
Army
sites
in 20
in Se
a new
body.
Also
in Ir
bodie
and- t
T
tried
done
beso
since
elect
going
of an
N

Pers
docu
in th
you
keep
it dc
be i
thou;
inune

and

disat
to sh
of pc
coul
reinf
it de
peop
who
we a
the t
men;
ethn
in tl
pers;
and

term
balal
thing
befo
a bi

Ope!
aspe
Peol
theis
to 1
acce




