

































































































































































Graduation exercises 7

Class of 1994 graduates of Davidson Col-
lege’s Love of Learning program file into Love
Auditorium Friday night. The monthlong resi-

LISA MASSEY/Staff

‘dential program for African-American high- : =
school students encourages academic devel- ‘ e
opment and focuses on staying in school.
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From the early
years: Lavinia
Kell (not -
pictured)
remembers her
Pineville High
School team'’s
switch to short
pants and

jerseys inthe

1930s. “There

wasn’'t much

sports for On to the future:
women except ‘;‘{In\lg?\g\é De;ns, 16,
tennis and
skating and forward, has learned
swimming. o to block shots and
Back then Tom FRANKLIN/Staff  take her knocks in
women took @ - Through the postwar slump: Mary Alyceé Clemmons’ 2" "n?feasmg\\/

ing ambivalence to. Pphysical game.

packseat, more éera epitomized society's grow
ward women in sports.

or less.”
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they found a man
a west Charlotte |
-aller reported spot
rying to stuff a body
rsday morning.
nd Mark David Dun-
9 a.m., lying outside
the ' Villager
Lodge at 2403
Wilkinson Bivd. \
He had beeﬂ i
stabbed. Inves-
tigators suspect
he was killed in-

side the motel

| at least 12 hours
. before.
think someone

dragged !
body to a car,
but gave

in the parking lot,
.ckienburg police Sgt

sed at Woodruff Place
‘Police say he was las!
1 the Wilkinson Bw
out 2 p.m. on We ‘.'3
ect is described as a
20 to 25 years old.
5 feet 6 tall, |
yout 150 pounds. He
a white' or off-white
Chevrolet that might
a Chevette. s
who might have Se
ould call Crime St€
4-1600 or the F

yns Bureau at 336-2311
- Mary Elizabeth DeAng

fortoree y
~ He star

00k

by Greg Knight

& o
. Watch out for = Huntersville’s

! Neguantis Smith., The 12 year old
athlete has shown some impressive
. ghilities recently in national com-

| peiion

&mth, a member of the Charlotte
Sonics  A/A.U. basketball team,
seored 51 points against the Atlanta

" fitans  in the mnational A.A.U.

¢hampionship tournament in Salt

~ Lake City, Utah: Along with the

Ampresssive ' scoring came 21
pebounds from  the power forward
and sometimes center. Even more

ville Recreation program.
During that time. Smith was scouted
A.A.U. coaches and was invited to
for the Sonics. This year he
| for a local Boys Club as well
{he Sonics. Nequantis credits Boys
Glub coach Kenny Perry and Sonics
" goach Chris Lambert with refining
his talents.
W not only excels in basketball,
but also in baseball. He will be
‘playing in this week’s Bronco
on Pony League All Star
ament. He was a member of
Huntersville Bronco team.
Smith works ~ seriously in
“aeademics as well as sports. He will
entering Alexander Junior High
Sehool this fall, and his test scores
ace him in the top 10 percent of his

Wednesday, July i8, 1990—THE MECKLENBURG GAZETTE—5

Look Out Jordan,
Here Comes Smith!

Nequantis Smith shows promise as o rising basketball star:

sister, Toya Thompson. Both showed well-rounded atheletic, academic

their support by accompanying him

to Salt Lake City for the week.
Nequantis’s winning, smile, an

and family life make: this Hun-
B o ,. A tersville young man someone for us

. I th h -

Rliequantis, Lives Wi is grand d_ towatch. You too, Michael Jordan,

other, Bessie Smith, and younger
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52 Barringeregrosbm'"e, 67, of

3904, af anger . died Noy. 17,
L 23;0.::'1‘188 Medical Center.
s2uUnday at
“areater Galileg
~2aptist Chyrch,
Burial will pe in
Beatties Ford
Memoriaj Gar-
_dens. Visitation
IS 1:30 to 2 p.m.

(Sunday at “the

#Bhurch, Metrolina

.Funeral Home is
In charge, :

w Mrs. Osborne e

fg::er :ndhome- Mrs. Osborne

<ryy a member of Hymn Choir

Survivors arg her husbangd James;

great-grandchild,,eana{v'g:hifldren;

will be at Corrinne Ale

6101 Idiebrook Dr. 2nder's home,
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Textile town on edge as

m Union organizing at Fieldcrest Cannononce again
sets friend against friend, worker against worker.

By JIM WRINN
Staff Writer

KANNAPOLIS — The last time the
union tried to organize mill workers at
Fieldcrest Cannon, Elboyd Deal was so
outspoken he scared off one of his
closest friends, a supervisor he'd
known for 25 years.

It also cost Deal his job.

“lt's the kind of thing that puts
people at each other’s throats — every
time,” said Deal, who was fired the day
of the last union election, Aug. 21,
1991. “You can count on it.”

Mill workers Lori Rushmeyer and her
cousin Sharon Sturgis just avoid the
subject.

“We can talk about a lot of things,”
Rushmeyer said. “We can talk about
our kids or just about anything else. But
one thing we don’t talk about it's
unions. We just don't agree about that.”

In the heart of the Carolinas textile
mill country, few issues stir emotions,
strain friendships or spark tensions like
a union drive.

Now the Amalgamated Clothing and

—— e ——————

Textile Workers Union is back, renew-
ing a battle begunin the Great Depres-
sion to organize 6,500 employees at
Fieldcrest Cannor's plants in Cabarrus
and Rowan counties.

And it’s got the town on edge.

“We know it's going to be bitter,”
said pro-union activist Eric Strickland,
an employee at Plant 6 in Concord for
four years. “We're expecting it

An election could come within two
months. But already, people say there’s
increasing friction all over Kannapolis
— a community literally created by
textiles 106 years ago.

“I went to Towel City Junction for
junch the other day,” said Richard
Anderson, a Fieldcrest manager and
Kannapolis City Council member. “Our
CEO, Jim Fitzgibbons, was there, and |
asked him how things were going, and
he said, ‘Tough right now.’ "

Just up Main Street from Towel City
Junction is Mills Florist, where owner

Steve Morris worries about a new ‘“‘air of
uncertainty.”

Please see Kannapolis/page 4A

GARY O’BRIEN/Staff

Mill worker Lori Rushmeyer avoids the subject of unions with some -
people, including her cousin Sharon Sturgis. “We can talk about our Kids
or just about anything else. . . . Wae just don't agree about that.”

- Richard {\nderson, a Fieldcrest manager and
K_annapohs City Council member, in front of
Fieldcrest Cannon corporate offices.
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® Union organizing at Fieldcrest Cannononce again
sets friend against friend, worker against worker.

Textile Workers Union is back, renew-
ing a battle begunin the Great Depres-
sion to organize 6,500 employees at
Fieldcrest Cannor's plants in Cabarrus
and Rowan counties.

And it’s got the town on edge.
“We know it's going to be bitter,
said pro-union activist Eric Strickland,
an employee at Plant 6 in Copgprd for

four years. “We're expecting it.
An election could come within two
months. But already, people say there's

By JIM WRINN
Staff Writer

KANNAPOLIS — The last time the
union tried to organize mill workers at
Fieldcrest Cannon, Elboyd Deal was so
outspoken he scared off one of h‘lS
closest friends, a supervisor he'd
known for 25 years.

It also cost Deal his job.

“It's the kind of thing that puts
people at each other’s throats — every .
time, S0, LR, 05 WD hre%;he dzaly increasing friction all over Kannapolis
of the last union election Aug. 2L, "5 community liernlly. created by
1991. “You can count on it. s W vears agh

Mill workers Lori Rushmeyss-and bl cosmmmmsmiveiionl.Lin-lunctjon. for
cousin Sharon Sturgis just | nis
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Photos by TOM FRANKLIN/Staff
Elementary. The building was originally scheduled
to open last summer, but construction delays
caused the mid-school-year switch.

New equipment: Debbie Smith talks with her
kindergarten class about the playground equip-
ment as the class takes ‘a tour at Davidson
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BOBL.EVERONE/Staff \

- Richard Anderson, a Fieldcrest manager and
Kannapolis City Council member, in front of
Fieldcrest Cannon corporate offices.
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New year, new
school for kids
in Davidson

By NEIL MARA
Staff Writer

While students across the Carolinas headed back to
school Monday to start the long winter semester,
some students in Davidson faced an extra adjustment:
finding their classroom.

“It's like a maze,” said fifth-grader Andy Thewlis. *‘1
had to ask two people the way to Mrs. Berry’s class.”

A new $4.7 million Davidson Elementary School
building opened Monday down the street from the old
school, causing an unusually hectic back-to-school
day for the school’s 500 students and parents. When
Andy finally found his way to teacher Penny Berry’s
classroom in the fifth- and sixth-grade wing, he liked
what he found.

“We were in a trailer, ugh,” Andy said of the old
school, where crowding forced fifth- and sixth-grad-
ers to hold class in mobile trailers. “It was dirty,
cramped, no space. We used to have our books piled
up around the room. This has space.”

* Classes resumed in Charlotte-Mecklenburg Schools
Monday with other changes as well.

Garinger High School students returned to find that
their principal, Howard “Buddy” Coleman, had left
over the holidays for a new job as deputy superinten-
dent of the Randolph County Schools.

Plagen can Flamantary/nana 2C

Elementary

Continued from page 1C

“Naturally many of the students
were upset because it came as a
surprise,” said Daisy Walker, an
assistant principal who'll be acting
principal for the remainder of the
school year.

Coleman, ‘a Greensboro native
who took over as Garinger princi-

pal in April 1992, was credited
with improving discipline at the
northeast Charlotte high school.
He couldn’t be reached for com-
ment. .

Walker will talk with students
today about the sudden change,
and hopes her familiarity with
Garinger will help students adjust.
“I've already been here at school
for many years and they knew
me," said Walker, who came to
Garinger six years ago.

So far, she's gotten some sug-
gestions from one English class
that held a brainstorming session
and wrote down advice: “Be con-
siderate and compassionate. Be

Lunch trade: Kindergartners
Topaz White (left) and Haleigh
Lipford check out the contents
of Haleigh's lunch box.

strict but understanding. Don't
rush. Pace yourself and trust your-
self.”

“It's some good advice,” Walker
said.

Changes are also ahead this year
in testing, especially for high
school students taking the new
version of the SAT in March.

“Probably the hottest thing
coming is the new SAT,” said Sue
Henry, head of pupil assessment

for the .Charlotte-Mecklenburg
Schools. “‘That's the one that al-
lows them to use calculators for
the first time and has some stu-
dent-produced answers."

N.C. end-of-course tests also
begin to change this year, Henry
said. Some will include open-
ended questions rather than.just
multiple choice. And the Algebra I
test will also allow students to use
calculators.

At Davidson Elementary Mon-
day morning, the building was so
new that workers were hosing mud
off the sidewalks. The building was
originally scheduled to open last
summer, but construction delays
caused the midyear switch.

Even so, there was barely
enough time for some teachers to
move from the old building before
classes started.

“The biggest help to me was
parents,”’ said teacher Sarah
Henry, who had help moving
books, calendars and other kinder-
garten materials from the old
building last week. ‘I had two
whole families in here for two
days. We even had a grandmother
in here moving boxes. They were
great!”
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Teresa, Sheldon Shan

Shipman — McNair

Teresa Lynn McNair and the
Rev. Sheldon Rene Shipman were
married Aug, 22 at Third Presby-
terian Church. The Rev. James H.

gan officiated, assisted by the
Rev. William M. White.

The bride is the daughter of Mr.
and Mrs. T.Y. McNair of Reming-
ton Street, She is a graduate of
West Charlotte High School and
East Carolina Universi

hill Elementary School.

The groom is the son of Dr. and
Mrs. F. George Shipman of Dyr.
ham. He is a graduate of Salisbury
High School and UNC-Charthte,
Wwhere he earned g bachelor of arts

gious studies. He recei
ters of divinity degree form Hood
Theological Seminary. He is an
account executive for Sears Busi-
Dess Systems Centers and is pastor

of Clement Memorial AME Zion
Church,
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Teresa, Sheldon Shipman

Shipman — McNair

Teresa Lynn McNair and the
Rev. Sheldon Rene Shipman were
married Aug. 22 at Third Presby-
terian Church. The Rev. James H.
Logan officiated, assisted by the
Rev. William M. White.

The bride is the daughter of Mr.
and Mrs. T.Y. McNair of Reming-
ton Street. She is a graduate of
West Charlotte High School and
East Carolina University, where
she earned a bachelor of science
degree in special education. She is
now in a graduate program at
UNC-Charlotte and is an excep-
tional children’s teat:hler at Berry-
hill Elemen School.

The groog?; the son of Dr. and
Mrs. F. George Shipman of Dur-
ham. He is a graduate of Salisb
High School and UNC-Charlotte,
where he earned a bachelor of arts
degree in political science and reli-
gious studies. He received a mas-
ters of divinity degree form Hood
Theological Seminary. He is an
account executive for Segrs Busi-
ness Systems Centers and is pastor
of Clement Memorial AME Zion

hurch. : s
" Matron of honor was the bride’s
cousin, Wanda Deanes of Vellejo,
Calif. Bridesmaids were Karla
McCree of Clarkion; Tonia Darby
of Smyrna, Ga.; and Latrelle
McAllister; Deborah }!owie.
Cheryl Turner and Erin Williams
of Charlotte. .

Best man was the groom’s fa-
ther. Groomsmen were Victor Gat-
ling of Durham; Darryl Shipman
of Goldsboro; Donald Pearce ?f
Jonesboro, Ga.; the ' bride’s
brother, Reginald McNair, and
Gregory Reid and John Turner, all
of Charlotte. Junior groomsman
was the bride’s cousin, DuWuan
McGill of Charlotte. A

Ushers were the groom’s cousin,
Mario Brown of Durham, and Ber-
nard Reeves and Derhyl Pruitt of
Charlotte.

Junior bridesmaid was the
bride’s cousin, - Jurea H(_)yh,a.
Flower girls were the bride’s
cousin, Ja'net Hoyle, and Jaime
Logan of Charlotte. abug

Bible bearer was the bride’s
godson, LeDuan Pratt of Charlotte.
Ring bearer was the bride’s god-
son, Anthony Pratt of Charlotte.

A reception was held at the
church.

After a trip to Ochos Rios, Ja-
maica, the couple will live in Char-
lotte.

Wednesday, September 23,1987 3D

Towns seck

new chief
of narks

By PAT, Octop
Stgff WritC is 13’ 1993

Last Friday marked Karen Leon-
ard’s last official day as director of
the David-
son/Cornelius

Parlgs and Rec-

moved back to
Salisbury  ip
early summer,
said she was
tired of the long
Leonard commute and
wanted to
spend more time with her family.

Kevin Reece, Leonard’s asgjs.
tant, is serving as acting director.

“We're grateful to Karen for
bringing our park and recreation
department to the caliber we used
to enjoy and actually surpassing
what we had before,” said David-
son Town Administrator Leamon
Brice.

“My biggest concern is that we
continue to fulfill our obligations
to Cornelius and get things back
on track as fast as we can. There’s
no way either Community can have
the quality Program singly as they
can have together. That was proba-
bly Karen’s biggest accomplish-
ment.” ;

Leonard will continue helping
Reece with park and recreation
advisory board meetings until her
replacement ig found. Brice saiqg
Nov. 12 is the application dead-
line. He hopes to have a replace-
ment hired by January.

Cornelius Town Manager Bob
Race noted that Leonard is respon-
sible for winning the town a $7,000 ’
grant to develop a master plan for
developing parks and recreation in
Cornelius.

“Karen was 3 tremendous as-
set,” Race said, “In the few short
months the departments were to-
gether, we had tremendous syc-
cess with our summer program.

“In fact, Cornelius was just noti-
fied two weeks ago that we got a
grant of $7,000 for a master plan
that Karen applied for.”

Among other things, the plan
will identify potential park Jand
and the means of obtaining it,
within the Cornelius sphere of
influence. “So as development oc-
curs, land can be acquired and set
aside for park use,” said Race.

“It's too bad she will not pe
there to walk us through the mas.
ter planning process. But when the
new director arrives, hopefully that
berson will have as much insight as
Karen did when she completed the
Davidson plan two years ago.”

Davidson is also in the process
of hiring a full-time town planner,

Brice has received 65 applications |,
for the new position and has |
nharrowed the field to 10 so far. He
€xpects the Davidson Board of
ommissioners to make the final
decision by the end of October.
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New Be

Upening your own business fulfills =
a dream for many people—many
times the final action of putting that
plan into actual existence arrives
after years of talking and thinking.

For Davidson residents Gloria and
James Kerns, the J&G Beauty Sup-
ply Shoppe, located at 106 S. Main
Street, Davidson, is just that: an
answer to a dream and a hope for
the future for their grandchildren.

““| can honestly say what we have
here was like a vision. My husband
had a dream and would you believe
just a few weeks later | had the very
same dream! And now here we are,”
laughed Gloria on a recent morning
from behind a counter filled with
earrings and many beauty items.

“We always talked about having a
pusiness of our own, but we thought
it would be something associated
with food because of my husband’s
love of cooking.”

The Kerns opened their new
beauty supply shop in September
and are excited about where it may | is 2
take them. They hope someday to | thei
be a part of a business where there | nov

Dz}vidson church

 nhaldsenee 4a cend Lo

Happy homeowner
Edna Patterson and her son,
Larry, stand in front of their
newly completed house on
Potts Street in Davidson. With
them is Patterson’s niece,
Chantrice Huntley. The house,
built and financed by
Ingersoll-Rand employees
through Davidson Habitat for
Humanity, was dedicated
Friday. The Rev. Clement
Morris Sr. presided at the
5:30 p.m. ceremony, which was
followed by refreshments and a
tour of the new house.
Patterson, who grew up in
Davidson, works for AMEX
Packaging in Mooresville. Her
son, Larry, is a fourth-grade
student at Davidson
Elementary.
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New Old Barber
Makes His Move

By Sam Knowlton

As Ken Norton closes his bar-
ber shop on Main Street in David-
son, another barber shop is open-
ing a hundred or so yards south.

James Raeford, who has been
cutting hair at Potts’ Barber Shop
in Cornelius for the past 20 years,
plans to open a new shop in the
Main Street location immediately
to the north of the Flower Cart.

Norton, who has been semi-
retired for some time and moved
out of his shop on Tuesday, will
cut hair at Raeford’s new shop
while it is getting off the ground.

Joe McClain, Norton’s partner

since around 1972, will also cut
hair on Fridays and Saturdays at
Raeford’s shop.

The shop is scheduled to open-

in the first week in October and
will be open every day of the
week except Sundays and Wed-

JAMES RAEFORD

nesdays. Haircuts wiil cost
around $6, Raeford said, and will
be slightly more for a flat top or
crew cut.

Raeford and MecClain have
worked together before, at Ralph
Johnson’s old shop, north of Nor-
ton’s in the present United
Carolina Bank building,

When Johnson closed his shop

in the early 1970s, MeClain went

to work with Norton. Around the
same time Raeford left Johnson’s
for what turned out to be a six-
and-a-half year stint in the car
‘business in Charlotte.

When Raeford returned to bar-
bering, he came to Cornelius to
work at Potts’ Barber Shop, and
has been there ever since.

Raeford said that Norton’s clos-
ing, the vacancy on Main Street,
and the chance to carry on the
tradition of Main Street barbers
in Davidson prompted him to
make the move. Another factor in
his decision was his son Ron’s
plans to go to barber school.

“I’'ve enjoyed it here (at

Potts’),” said 'Raeford, 58, “but I
thought it was time to make a
change. This is a once-in-a-
lifetime opportunity.

“After us old barbers, if kids
don’t come to be trained under
us, we're the last of the barbers.
The kids coming out now are all
into styling. The way you learn to
barber is really in a barber shop.

. School can teach you the basics,

but if you don’t practice under a
barber, you don’t really learn to
cut.”

Norton, 65, announced last year
his plans to close his shop. His
father, Hood Norton, with Hood’s

(See Norton, Page 9)
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FEELING BLUE — Demario McClain sulks in one of childhood’s
most dreaded places, the barber’s booster chair, He was not upset
because his grandfather’s workplace, Norton’s, is closing soon, but
because Granddaddy Joe (background) wouldn't give him $10.00
for “a book about balioons.” (Photo by Steve Eury)

SPUCU e Fecavery yasiioes o o
CECCOVOEN —asttaradn

three months hence wi

KW/

continued frc

black community
defined by other
3. Collective v
ty (Ujima). This
maintain the Af
munity, so that p
community p
demanding the .
munity members
4. Cooperative
This is to encoura
all community
to build and maij
€an-owned busin
them together.
S. Purpose (Nia

*OVeovVv e &
“Kwanzaa”

from the Kis\
meaning “fir
An extra “a”

Create a wor
letters, a sign
number in Af
*O®Veove ®

ing the developmer
ty a collective enc
restore all people t
greatness.

6. Creativity (Ku
emphasizes doing :
the community a n
better place than we

7. Faith (Imani). 1
African-Americans
other.

The seven basic Sy
are fruits and vegetat
mat; a candle holder
“ars of corn; gifts; the

and seven car
1anged, they are |



ldhood’s
ot upset
oon, but
1 $10.00

KWANZAA

continued from Preceding page

black community, rather than his being
defined by others.

3. Collective work and responsibili-
ty (Ujima). This helps to build and to
maintain the African-American com.-
munity, so that problems are viewed as
community problems, therefore
demanding the attention of all com-
munity members in the solutions.

4. Cooperative €conomics (Ujamaa).
This is to €ncourage strong support for
all community businesses, Itis to help
to build and maintain African-Ameri-

tan-owned businesses and profit from
them together.

5. Purpose (Nia). This refers to mak-

0.70.70.70.70.'0
“KWANZAA" IS TAKEN

from the Kiswahii word
meaning “first fruit.”

An extra “a” is added to
Create a word of seven
letters, a significant
number in African culture.
0.70.'0.70.70.70

ing the development of the communi-
ty a collective endeavor in order to
1estore all people to their traditional
greatness.

6. Creativity (Kuumba). This value
€mphasizes doing all we can to make
the community a more beautiful and
better place than we inherited.

7. Faith (Imani). This value helps all
African-Americans to believe in each

, other.

The seven basic Symbols of Kwanzaa
dtefuits and vegetables; a wover place
mat; a candle holder for seven candles;
*“S0f corn; gifts; the communal unity

and seven candles. If gifts are
\anged, they are handmade or help

The Rev. Peter Addo

to promote learning, such as books,

Through this celebration we create
an African-American festival of kinship,
gathering and reunion, These aspects
of the African traditional belief are there-
fore used to connect the present to the
past and the future.

Kwanzaa helps to improve the self-
image of African-Americans by pre-
senting  them  with strong
African-American models, At the same
time, it helps to strengthen the family
structure through activities in which all
family members participate. And, it

wears a kente cloth used in the celebration
of great occasions. PHOTO/EMILY PARTIN

unites the community in a shared
observance of a cultural tradition that
has been denied the African-American
for a long time.

The Rev. Peter Addo is pastor of the Port
City Charge. He serves Faith United
Methodist, St. Paul United Methodist and
Morrows Chapel in Mooresville, He is orig-
inally from Ghana in West Africa. His
latest book, “How the Spider Becarne Bald,”
is a collection of West African folktales.
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® 35 years ago today,
JCSU student i
persuaded others to sit

down at segregated
lunch counters.

\

By ANGELA WRIGHT
Staff Writer

Charles Jones believed his
grandmother when she told him he
was one of God's children and as
good as anybody else.

That’s why it bothered him that
he couldn’t eat at dime store lunch

Lhirty-fivesyears ago today, he
led the Charlotte movement that
changed that,

As a politically active college'
student enamored of Dr. Marfin
Luther King Jr.-and intently aware
of Rosa Parks and the 1955 Mont-
gomery, Ala., bus boycotts, Jones
longed to contribute to the na-
tional'battle against Jim Crow laws

lotte lawyer, “so | began looking We shallnot | ‘

for a handle.” - be moved: Col- |
He found it on' a cold, dark lege students |

February 'morning while driving demanding ser- i

home to Charlotte from Washing- vice at the 1

ton. It was about 3:30 a.m. Feb. 8, Woolworth

1960, when he heard a newscast ooiwor

about “colored” students sitting lunch counter

down at a segregated lunch (above), listen |

counter in Greensboro, demand- as protest .

ing service and refusing to lcave. : leader, Charles |
AT satd, Yoo  tHals the h%/ Jones (right),

and it became clear,” sa Gri 3 cautions them

a0 g o reman ca
University. "

. Worth and demand service at the

-to get it on.”

-and'custonis’ that segregated
blacks and whites.

“l 'knew my grandma ‘wasn't
wrong,” says the 57-year-old Char-

The 'nexsight, during a JCSU
student council meeting of about
eight siudents, he announced his
Plans (0 go to Charlotte’s Wool-

and peaceful, 1

lunch counter,

1 thought maybe three or four
of them would show up,” says
Jones. “That next morning, about
350 students were waiting outside
the administration building, ready

Partners in
protest: The
Rev. Sidney
_Freeman (left)
and Charles

Jones found himself leading the

N 2 Jones, seated
_ Leading the way: I think in front of Big-

Charlotte version of a movement Charlotte wanted to do the dle Hall on the
that was sweeping the South and . ing

, ; right thing,” says Charles JCSU campus
shaking the very foundation of the Jones, leader of the lunch o .
American business community. He X “p i share memo-
cautioned the excited students to  COUNter protests. o ey

ik ries of the 1960
be silent, nonviolent and s;t qui- Proud. of Charlotte.” Above, lunch counter

: Jones protests in 1960, : L ; 2| protests.
Please see Protest/page 9A : MARK B. SLUDER/Staff
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. Highs near 60 |
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- JACK JOHNSON

No Appointment Needed

There’s a long history of Jack
Johnson’s haircutting, his good
advice and a sympathetic ear to
anyone that needs someone toun-
load their sad or happy news on.
Just drop by his barber shop in
Denver, N. C., no appointment
necessary. He’s never too busy to
give a haircut or advice.

For 42 years, Jack has been in

_the haircutting business. He be-
came interested in barbering
when he was just.a young man
just out of the service and he has
never strayed from his trade.

His first jobs were in Davidson

on Main Street working under Mr.
Rutledge and Mr. Hood Norton
after which he set up shop him-
self, first in a room at a Denver
service station, then in a brick
building where he remains.

The 67-year-old barber opened
his own shop in April of 1951. He
says, “Many changes have taken
place since '51, but I don’t think
my shop has many. Customers

come in without appointments to -

chat, joke and bring gifts of
everything from deer meat to
tomatoes. You name it, they bring
it, or they bring.it and you name
i e e
If you were to ask Jack how
much a haircut cost backin’51, he
would tell .you, “I charged 60
cents, now it’s $7 for a regular
clip, and that’s about half the
price other barbers charge.”
Jack, skilled in the expression
of humor, can tell you some of the
- most amusing stories and jokes
. youwll ever hear. For instance, a
sign on the wall of his shop reads,
. “ga flat top hair cut will cost a lit-
" tle more than the regular price.”
You ask him, “How much more?”

He says, “Well; it depends on how

- Ushuehimoney they got.”
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He can keep.you spellbound
with his knowledge of the town’s
history (Davidson). He has that
magic touch that will capture
kany_one’s attention - when he
‘begins to hold a conversation. He
is a great source of information

about the past and present. Jack

w;ll give you a personalized ac-
count of his growing up in David-
son. While listening to him talk,
his'old memaries will trigger your
own. He can hold his own in a
wide range of different subjects,
whethgr it’s polities, sports, cur-
rent events, or religion. s
Whentalking about growing up
Jack will tell you, “We didn’t'
nned to go out of town to have fun.
- As a young.boy, all you. needed

was some- old tires, marbles, :

make your own kite, friends, a
baseball and bat. We provided
our own amusement most of the
time. He says faith in God, hard
work, small treasured pleasures,
lo_ve and support of family and
frlex}d s, have kept him going. The
realization of his childhood, the
placg he spent it, forever will be a
fsrecmus, priceless part of who he
His faith hasn’t wavered over
the years; he takes it with him
everywhere, in his community
woxl-kpl'ace, and the golf course,
which is one of his favorite sportsj
He has participated in many golf
tournaments in and out of North
Carolina. 007 e

, Jack says, . “I've seen Chris- .

tianity practiced more on the golf
course than I have in many of the
churches I've visited. People
come out of church complaining

the music was too- louds the

preaeher preached too long, ete.

On the golf course, people are al-

ways telling you, ‘Nice shot, way

“to go.’ ” He shot in the 70s a few

years ago and still shoots in t
80s depite having to walk witflhg
cane in the past few months,
Jack has little time to rest and
sometimes even little time to eat.
He does not like to turn anyone
away. Customers get an intensive
inte}*v1ew while they’re in the
chair;-as he asks about families,

jobs and schoolwork. Ja

“Pm proud of-the m(_:jlg;gy_s,r
dqn’t need a sign. I den’t need any
advertising. My haircuts take care
of that.” : .

- If a customer goes to the shop
ax)d Jack is closing for the day, he
will just open it up again and cut

the customer’s hair. That’s Jacks. -

Jackis a lifelong, faithful mem-

.
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New drug

disease

- new drug appears to be the first to

PSS

may slow

Medicine helps
Lou Gehrig victims

By DANIEL Q. HANEY

Associated Press

BOSTON — An experimental

slow the fatal progression of Lou
Gehrig's disease, the illness that
until now has defied all attempts at
treatment.

The medicine, called riluzole, is
not a cure. But a study financed by
the maker of riluzole found it
seemed to delay crippling symp-
toms and death.

“gurvival almost doubled in
some patients. That's just unheard
of,” commented Dr. Jeffrey Roths-
tein of Johns Hopkins University,
who is co-directing another larger

tudy of the treatment.

A drug that has any effect would }

,e noteworthy. At present, there is

no treatment for the iliness, for-
mally known as amyotrophic lat-
eral sclerosis, or ALS. The victim'’s
life expectancy has changed little
since the disease killed Gehrig, the
Yankees' first baseman, in 1941.

The disease is rare, but has had
prominent victims, including U.S.
Sen. Jacob Javits, actor David

Niven and singer Dennis Day.

ALS is a nerve disease that robs
people of muscle control, resulting
in weakness and wasting. Eventu-
ally, victims lose all control of their
muscles, including breathing and
swallowing. Survival averages
three or four years, although some
victims live with the disease for
decades. One or two cases are
diagnosed for every 100,000 Amer-
icans annually.

The latest study was financed by
the French pharmaceutical firm
Rhone-Poulenc Rorer, which de-
veloped riluzole (pronounced
RILL-you-zoll). It was conducted
by Dr. Gilbert Bensimon and oth-
ers from Hopital de la Pitie-Salpe-
triere in Paris and was being pub-
lished in Thursday's issue of the

New England Journal of Medicine.

In the French study, which in-
volved 155 patients, doctors found
the treatment reduced deaths by
39% after one year and 20% after
almost two years, when the study
ended.

Survival was 73% after one year
for those with brain stem form of
the disease, compared with 35% in

a comparison group getting
dummy medicine. However, in
people with the spinal form of the
disease, the medicine appeared to
do little good.
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IN MEMORY
Adam Christopher Putnam
Born: November 21, 1983
Died: December 13, 1986
-Service: 2:00 P.M.
Monday, December 15, 1986
Huntersville Methodist Church
Officiating:
Dr. Louis Woodard
Dr. Anne Walker

Interment:
Mt. Zion Communi ty Cemetery

Beale, 64, was borh and raised in Davidson. I fact,
she worked as a secretary at Ada Jenkins when it was

Mmiona Aot s

| @ public school. She went on to teach in Atlanta —_biolo-

', School volunteer

Mecklenburg Neighbors will recognize each
week volunteers who do outstanding work in
the Charlotte-Mecklenburg Schools. School
officials will choose volunteers to be featured;‘

Willie Chancellor

Hometown: Charlotte.

Occupation: Business
analyst, Duke Power Co.
Honored for: Volunteer
work at Villa Heights Aca-
demic Center, where he is in
his second year as a mentor
- and tutor. He is also a spe-
_ Cial buddy to a second-
grade student.

Family: His wife is Wanda Madison Chan-

cellor. He is the father of Wesley, a third-
grader; and Warren, a kindergartner. Both
sons go to Villa Heights.

Why I volunteer: “‘| have a firm belief in giv-
ing back to this community, and kids are our
precious resource.”’

Rewards: “The reward of doing something
worthwhile, a good feeling.”

From the principal: Chancellor “‘has helped
us in-more ways than anyone can ever imag-
ine possible for one individual touching chil- .
dren’s lives at Villa Heights. He is indeed a
guardian angel, caring, sharing, organizing
and making incredible contributions in a quiet,
determined way.” — Mary Ann Hubbard.

— Compiled by Nancy Brachey
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IN MEMORY
Adam Christopher Putnam
Born: November 21, 1983
Died: December 13, 1986
‘Service: 2: 00 P.M.

Monday, December 15, 1986
Huntersvilile Methodist Church

Officiating:
Dr. Louis Woodard
Dr. Anne walker

Interment;

Mt. Zion Communi ty Cemetery

Beale, 64, was borm and raised in Davidson. In fact,
she worked as a Secretary at Ada Jenkins when it was
a public school. She went on to teach in Atlanta — biolo-
gy and chemistry at the middle, junior angd high school
level - before coming back to this area for family rea-

sons. 3
Beale also serves on the DavidsonHanm@ifor

Humanity executive board and heads up the family
Support committee. She became interested in the tutor-
ing program back in 1985 because she “saw a need for
S0 many things with the smaller children.

“I'm not trying to take the parents’ place,” she .
stressed. What she is doing is reinforcing in these
youngsters that learming can be fun.

When the kids come in after school, they have about
10 minutes “to go a little bit crazy,” she said. Then it's
time for reading and homework Marjean Torrance
works with the kindergartners. Each day several David-
son College students help out as tutors. Beale stresses
penmanship and vocabulary, too, as well as good
behavior. Field trips to plays and other cultural activities
are a special treat. .

They leam a lot from Beale, who is herself very open
and outgoing and forthright. She wants them to believe
in themselves. “Everything we do is to build self-
esteem,” she said. “Once they get it, you can't take it
away from them.

“These kids are bright. They’re very inquisitive. I've
seen a lot of improvement in their desire to learn. Any-
thing that's in-a book, if the author put it there, we can
leam it.” : :

Beale said she likes to work with the older students
best. But you can tell the youngsters hold a special
place in her heart.

“First-graders! “ she said. “They step on your toes,
they sneeze in your face, they are so excited about
being able to read!”
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Classified advenhiﬁ

- Native son ready to forge into leadership battl

Special to the Observer

CHAPEL HILL — It all began in
his fifth-grade class at Newell Ele-
mentary School.

That’'s where Charlotte native
George Battle 11l was elected class
president and began his careeras a
student leader.

Now a junior political science
major at UNC-Chapel Hill, Battle,
21, will soon take office as student
body president at the 23,000-mem-
ber campus.

Like his father George Jr, a
longtime member of the Charlotte-
Mecklenburg school board who
until recently was chairperson, the

younger Battle sees politics as a
way to make a difference.

“Seeing my father on the school

OnCampus

UNC-Chapel Hill

graduate of West Charlotte High
School. ““It impressed upon me
how important it is to be active in
the community.”

His father, an AME Zion bishop,
is confident his son has what it
takes to be an effective leader.

“I tried to instill in him over the
years that hard work pays off,”
said the elder Battle. “| think he
really has a knack for working hard
and accomplishing what he sets
out to'do.”

Battle " doesn't take office as
student body president until April,

had a news conference to protest
the board of trustees’ decision to
include only one student on the
22-member committee that will
select a new chancellor,

He says he’s not out to antago-
nize the administration, only to
make sure students are heard.

“The administration inherently
has the best interests of students at
heart, but sometimes they're a bit
out of touch,” *he said. “I'll do
whatever it takes for student issues
to be acknowledged and acted
on.”

Battle no doubt will have His
hands full next year. His priorities
include improving campus secu-
rity, fighting for better benefits for

graduate students and lending his

support to the construction of a

fessor who has known Battle for
three years, is confident he will
leave his mark on the university.

“l think George is going to do
exceptionally well,” Evans said.
“He'’s very well-focused and un-
derstands what the critical issues
are. He focuses on the substantial
issues, not the trivial.”

Phillip Charles-Pierre, Battle's
chief of staff, hopes the new
student body president will en-
courage more minorities and
women to take leadership roles.

Student government tradition-
ally has been run by white males.

After college, Battle wants to
bring home his experience. ‘“After
law school, I'd like to go back to
Charlotte,” he said. “I'm not sure

board all those years had averybig but he'’s already begun making
impact on me,” said the 1991 wavesin Chapel Hill. Last week, he

freestanding black cultural center. -
Slayton Evans, a chemistry pro- nity.”

whether I'll run for office, but I'll
definitely be active in the commu-

George Battle Il

way, Ciassinate
and 1 have
agreed that this
- will be an ongo-
ing visit as long
as the family

! permits it. POTTS

On the.21st of December, I
received a phone call informing
me that Mrs. Bobbie Lee Potts of
Cornelius had passed. A month
earlier I had written to her son,
Ronald (another classmate) who

A Holiday ToRemember

This Christmaswas a hollfiay
I'll never forget. It an 11-day time
period, I attendel twq f\_Jnerals,
one wake, aid v151t_e§_ a
classmate. All of these act1v1t1.es
took place in the towns of Da_vxd-
son, Cornelius and Huntersville.
This is how it all began.

On the 19th of December some
classmates and I traveled to
Huntersville to visit anot‘her
classmate who has multiple
sclerosis. This of course was ,a
planned visit. Our classmate’s
parents greeted us at t}}e door
and weicomed us into their home.
For an hour or so, we laughed and

talked, hugged and embraced

lives in Florida, to tell him abO\'lt
our plans to visit the classmate in
Huntersville. As a matter of fact_, 1
had to call Ronald’s mother in
order to get his address to write
to him. When I called, I asked her
if she remembered who I was and

ied, « I remem- . 5
she replied, “You know I re “oamily Ahere tomspling the

ber you Jackie.”

At this point we both laughed
simultaneously. Ronald wrote
back and said he wouldn’t be able
to be with us on the 19th but
would be home on the 23rd of
December at which time he
would plan a visit. Ronald
seemed to appreciate what we
were doing and encouraged us Fo
keep up the good work. Little_'dld
he know that before his arrival,
tragedy would strike.

Mrs. Potts was funeralized on
Dec. 24, Christmas Eve, at Tor-

-

S ———
ciuded. Once before going tosee a

date, Orlando recalled stopping

by Ron’s house. Mrs. Potts asked
if he had on clean underwear. If
not, he could wear some of Ron’s.
Now that really cracked us up.
But it was good to laugh after
watching so many cry.

On the 25th of December,
Christmas day, I received another
call informing me that Nathani-gl
Kernes, a relative, and Virginia
Mayhew, who was married to a
relative of mine, had passed.

1 attended the wake of Mrs.
Mayhew on Dec. 28 also at Tor-
rence Chapel. Her husband the
late John ‘‘Ham’ Mayhew
preceded her in death by only a
few years. While at the wake, 1
saw none other than the Potts

Mayhew family just as others had
done for them only four days ago.
And I thought to myself, this is
what Christmas is really all
about. It’s about people caring,
sharing, and giving of themselves
rather than all the materialistic
things that are now associated
with Christmas.

Remember the baby in the
horse’s stall? :

On Dec. 29 I found myself at
Gethsemane Baptist Church in

Davidson for the¢ funeral of

. people in attendance, I saw
familiar faces. It seemed we had
__ followed each other from funeral
~ to wake to funeral. The gift of
- caring, sharing, and giving of
., oneself had been truly exercised.
* Please dom’t misunderstand
- me. I do enjoy giving and receiv-
ing gifts as Christmas. But every
_once in a while we all need a
reality check to remind us what
Christmas and life is really all
about.
€ This year’s Christmas was dif-

| ferent for me but brought about a

shrewd awakening that has in-
spired me to share my thoughts
with you on a Holiday To
Remember.
Happy New Year,
Jackie Torrence
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" Native son re:

By JACKIE HERSHKOWITZ
Special to the Observer :

CHAPEL HILL — 1 all began in
his fifth-grade class at Newel] Eje-
mentary School.

That's where Charlotte native
George Battle J]I was elected class
president and began his career as a
student leader.

Now a junior political science
major at UNC-Chapel Hill, Battle,

1, will soon take office as student
body president at the 23,000-mem-
ber campus,

Like his father George Jr, a
longtime member of the Charlotte-
Meck!enburg school board who
until recently was chairperson, the
younger Battle sees politics as a
Way to make a difference, j

“Seeing my father on the school
board all those years had a very big
impact on me,” said the 199]

graduate of We
School. ¢ imf
how important j
the community.’!
His father, an ,
is “confident his
takes to be an ef
“I tried to inst
years that hard
said the elder B
really has a knac}
and accomplishj
out to do.”
Battle " doesn’t
student body pre
but he’s already
waves in Chapel] |

A Holiday ToRemember'

This Christmaswas a holiday
I'll never forget. Ii an 11-day time
period, I attended two funerals,
one wake, aid v151t_ec‘l_ a
classmate. All of these act1v1t{es
took place in the towns of Dayld-
son, Cornelius and Huntersville.
This is how it all began.

On the 19th of December some
classmates and 1 traveled to
Huntersville to visit anogher
classmate who has multiple
sclerosis. This of course was a

the door
parents greeted us at :

and weicomed us into their home.
For an hour or so, we laughed and

planned visit. Our classmate’s

talked, hugged and embraced

e TaPia Surrp=magg LA ZATA iAo

[ A benefit for Anthony (left) and Tina Potts is scheduled for Feb. 19 at

, Davidson’s Ada Jenkins Center.

Members of Torrence Chapel
A.M.E. Zion Church will sponsor a
benefit for Tina -and Anthony
Potts on Saturda , Feb. 19, at the
Ada Jenkins Center in Davidson.

The benefit activities will start
at 11 a.m. There will be chicken
sandwiches, hot dogs, cold drinks,
and coffee for sale. A bake sale
will be g part of the day’s
activities, :

A Gospel Sing will start at 3
b.m. and run to 6 P.m. ana then
other groups will sing from 7 p.m.
until. Featured in the program
will be: The Mighty Pilgrimaires;
Morning Start of Derita; Bells of
Joy of Kannapolis; Soul Seekers
and The Revelations of
Cleveland, N.C; Mr. Vernon
Choir of Barber; Eternity of
Statesville; The Annointed Ones

and Steve Wilson and The Love

Center Choir of Troutman; Scott
Gordon Gospel Chpoir of South
Carolina; South Tryon Gospel
Choir of Charlotte; The Geth-
semane Baptist Church Choir of
Davidson; and The Strollers and
The  Spiritulaires of Torrence
Chapel Chureh. Rev. Sonny

Turner . of Charlotte and Ms. -

Carolyn Blanton of East Spencer
will emcee the Programs.

Tina and Anthony were in a
wreck on Nov, 22, 1992, as they
were on their way to church,

As a result of the wreck An-
thony had two cracked vertebrae,
both lungs collapsed, nerves and

¢ Benefit for Po'ttses set

muscles under the right arm were
injured and his windpipe was
crushed. Anthony was Ooperated
on to replace the windpipe. The
windpipe he has now was made

from cartilage taken from his
ribs. He is still receiving treat-
ment for the windpipe and is
taking therapy to restore the use
of his right arm.,

Tina suffered a crushed ankle
that required an operation to put
a pin and a plate in. The pin has
been removed and the plate hag
moved in the ankle, Tina is now
waiting for a date for a second
operation to remove the plate and
fuse the ankle.

Tina, her husband, Jerry Potts

along with Anthony and another
Son Marconi live on New Born
Drive in Huntersvil]e, Anthony’s
maternal grandparents are
Hazeline and Andrew Robinson
of Huntersville, and his paternal
grandparents are Nannie and
Gerald Potts of Cornelius. Great
grandparents are Hester and Ben
Gabriel and Wilson Potts and the
late Bobbie Potts, -all of
Cornelius.

Donations for this “Act of Kind-
ness Benefit” may be made to
Torrence Chapel Church, P. 0.
Box 460, Comelius, N. C. 28031.
For more information you may
call Lacy Gaston at 892-1259 or

Georgia Black at 892-3783,







The Rev. ‘Grant Harrison and wife JoAnne

Harrison read the award won by their daugh-

Students give world gift of imagination

But high school students turned inward. “They

By JERI FISCHER-KRENTZ
Staff Writer,

Ten-year-old Teresa Harrison was in her bed-
room when the tune came to her. :

“] ran to our dining room where weshave a big .
piano and went from there,” sfie remembers. *’]
compose music a lot.” : !

Her song about helping people took first place
in the fourth- to sixth-grade music category in this
year's PTA Reflections Contest. A fifth-grader at
Irwin Avenue Open Elementary School, Teresa will
go with 29 other winners from Charlotte-Mecklen-
burg Schools to compete in a state contest March
15 in Raleigh.

On Sunday afternoon, hundreds of parents and
children — so many, in fact, that organizers had to
scramble to find extra chairs and programs —
watched the local awards ceremony at the First
Union Atrium uptown. More than 1,800 students
had entered the contest, categories included
music, literature, visual arts and photography.

T?i‘s year’s theme was “If I could give the world
agift. ..." /

Students in the lower grades tended to submit
work that addressed world healing, said Robby
Culbreath, a judge in the visual arts category.

“tion to participate, said Linda Hinton Butler

CHRISTOPHER A. RECORD/Staff

ter Teresa (right) Sunday in the Charlotte-
Mecklenburg Schools Reflections Awards.

expressed a search for inner peace, expressions of
negative feelings,” Culbreath said. |
. Judges looked for originality and creativity.

For Teresa, who sang about feeding the hungry .
and clothing the poor, seven years of voice and

piano lessons paid off.

.

Thirteen’year-old Katie Lowther, a seventh--.

grader at Northwest Open Visual and Performing

Arts Middle School, also won a first place in the -
music category for a song she composed as an :
extra project for school: ol

“No more crime. No more deaths. Please stop,”

the song began. “Free us from this life we're
living.” : : sty

~Kevin Januszewski, a 14-year-old ninth-grader at
Albemarle Road Middle School, won first place in"
the seventh- to ninth-grade visual arts category for "
his pencil sketch of lions and lion cubs. e

“It represents family,” he explained. e
Children needed only imagination and gump-

president of the PTA/PTSA Council.

“What | really like about this contest is thatu

isn’t something for just the straight-A student,” she
said. “This is for every child,” oo

ay
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The Rev. George ' Battle

Serves as an AME Zion
- Church bishop. ;

. "Anyone who can
come from the to-

bacco fields of one
of the poorest areas
of the state, and to
ave come as far as
I’ve come and work
with so many people
as I have, it’s a hum-
bling experience.”
— The Rey. George Battle

_George Battle

Position: School board
chairman since 1990,
board member since
1978 : i
Age: 48 3
Occupation: He was pas-
tor of Greater Gethsem- 11hop..in,
ane AME Zion Church in pe tel in Fa
Charlotte from 1974 unti) , Ho was
1992, when he was He traini
elected a bishop for the - after rd to
1.5 million-member de- assighe
Nomination supervisin

Louis Lowery
grandchildre

Although t

IOI:ngn?féanrA ‘
distinttion'i
service, whi
still segregat

Oné:localk

part of the’s

e S A M DO
- GARY O‘BRIEN/Staff

The Rev. George Battle: &

But he sc
He has truly been school board

a8 peacemaker and con

member Arthur Griffin . said. -

sensus-builder, " “That's been very good for the boarg."

Era of d peacemaker ends - |

7] “He. led without :Th.ey describe a leader more  on the school board with Battle
2 like a pastor, reminding themof  ip the late 1980s. - ;

losmg_concex;? for their obligation to all children

the children.

when conflicts flare amon
strong-willed board members.
By NEIL MARA “What George  contributeq 7
Staff Writer was more than anything €lsea gy the wealth.of their parents
€ steps’ down as Char- tone of caring for the peoplein . their streef address,” said
lotte-Mecklenburg school  the schogl system, ‘more than board member John Lassiter.
board chairperson amid' ' for the system itself or the
political bickering, byt educa-

numbers or the process,” saiq The_image_of peacemaker fits
tors and colleagues view Joe Martin, a NationsBank se- :

George Battle as a mediator. nior vice president who served Please see

{

South Carolina angd Geor-
gia. « ‘

Family: Wife, Iris, an-ag- -
Ministrator for the school
System; son, George and
daughter, LaChandra.
Background: A native of
Edgecombe County, he
grew.up on a tobacco
farm as one of eight chil-
dren,
Education: Bacheior's de-
gree from Livingstone
College, master's from
Hood Theological Semi-
nary, doctor of ministry
from Howarg 'University.
Civic work: Charlotte-
Mecklenburg Hospital Ay-
thority, First Union Na-
tional Bank, N.C. Commu-
nity College Board, Uni-
versity of North Carolina
Board of Visitors.
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grandchildren. '

Black

.., By Steve Eury

l Although the majority of them

| served in non-combatant roles,
the comributions of black ser-

vicemen; in World

long been underappreciated.

distinttion'in all branches ofthe e
service,’ which at that time was pe

still segregated.
Oné:localkman,

Davidson;'is 2 good example of

the way many blacks spent their

war years: it ;
. L owredy grew up 11
Huntersville, but in the early

1940s:he: had:gone to the eastern

part ofithe istate to take a job as a
Prince Charles

assigned to the artillery.
But he soon found himself in 2

chemieal warfare unit, the 1317
training with

Engineer Battalion,
warfare’s deadliest

mustard,” he said.

Luckily, Lowery and his com-
rades were never required to use
their gas-warfare training.

“But we carried it all the time
in case they decided to use it,” he
said.

Lowery shipped out for Europe
in May 1944 aboard the luxury
liner Queen Mary, which had
{)p__pm eanverted to atraon ship f
he duration of the war.

The 1317 Battallion arrived off
{he coast of France within just a
rew weeks of the Normandy in-
vasion, and Lowery and his mates
quickly found out that “non-
combatant” was just a phrase.

They were assigned to build
bridges across the many canals

and rivers in northern France to
i aid the advance of the Allied

Wrightsville
Beach

-THE MECKLENBURG GAZETTE eesday,

d.in the Eufopean Theate

soldier recalls y

troops.

Things were
Lowery said, that he and his unit
were often very close to the front

war II have {ines.
Afr'i’can—Americans served With gront trying to &
trucks moving all the time.

couldn’t even think about res Ak

casualties from enemy artillery

and snipers,
working. .

Lowery said.
men. That shrapnel could tear

of Aachen near the German bor-
der with Luxembourg.

city had been captured.

M 647 am
L tzg7am.,

2a3pm. |

Februs 23,1094

¢ for over a year, is S

one
moving SO fast,

We were pretty close to the
et the heavy
chanized equipment throug i
«They had to keep the

he

said.

(]

The engineers often took

but had to keep th

«gShrapnel got a lot of the boys,”
“We lost some good

Lowery entered soon after the

the rubble.”
Not long after he had entered

Germany in April 1945, Lowery
heard that President Franklin
Roosevelt had died. :
He said he and the other black
troops took the news very hard.
«1t made us feel pretty bad, we

thought we had lost everything.
i ks)

you r?ow,” he said.

Lowery was stationed in Ger-
many for several months after the
war ended, serving in a variety of
capacities, from guarding supply
depots to escorting prisoners.

He has vivid memories of some
of the victims of Nazi forced labor
and concentration camps, includ-
ing one for Russian women.

“They were rough. I remember

——

eSwhich he wouldn't 51 erity

hown here with four of his 17 §

ear in Europe [SSs
alk. (Photo by

going house to hous
Germans,
them all back,” he said.
Despite that,
memories of mo

of whom were starving.
«we slipped them food,

cially) kids,” Lowery said.

officers catch

days hard lab
pay. We'd give them chocolate for

cigarettes for
them happy.”

supervise WO
prisoners of war,

couldn’t put them
soldiers. They we
they’d kill their ow
Hitler.”

night they got out. They wert¢
e beating Ul

it took a long time to gel

Lowery has good
st of the Germans

came into contact with, many

you yow'd get 60
or and forfeit your

coffee for mama,

c babies,
papa. stuff to keep

For awhile he was assigned to
rk details of German

puilding roads.

lot of them were bad, but 2

bellhop..ingthe R, -
Hom e Fayetteville.' yo&&lzl.. over six months Lower “A

He e drafted 1 1942 and, and his unit atered German tex{ 1ot of them didn’t even know what

after training 2t Fart Bragg, W3 rgory ?or theefirst time, at the city they were fighting for,” Lowery

. said. “But the SS troops, you

with the other

re too mean,
n mother for

r of 1945 Lowery

some of

weapons. “There had been a nasty battle In the summe

«We trained with persistent there,” Lowery said. “They tore ,pd the others received some bad

gas, non-persistent gas,phosgene, that_c1ty all to pieces. It smelled ows: they were going to be sent
terrible, all the bodies up under v poat to the pacific to prepare

for the impending invasion of

Japan.
“They pulled us out of Germany

back into France,” Lowery said.
“We were pretty mad about that
(going to the Pacific). t was a long

trip and we were tired.’ e

“We were abou-f a day and a
o falep

night ﬁ‘ﬁmw** And

report came that Japan had sur-
rendered, but we just kept going,”
Lowery said. «But the next time it
was actually true.

“The (ship) hospital was full of
guys that had busted their heads.
(When the news came) they’d
jump up and their feet would slip
out from under them and they’d
hit the deek.” .

After the war Lowery settled

back in North Mecklenb
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giea Carrothers, 16, juggles a paint tray  Caldwel watches the half dozen youths

o

- Workine

out

Preyunice

Teens of varied races,
religions join together

to destro y barriers

+ and ‘newspapers as 101-year-old Annie painting her Charlotte home.

By KEN GARFIELD
Staff Writer

Forty Mecklenburg teenagers discoy-
ered this week the best way to stamp out
hatred — put charity in your heart‘and,a
paintbrush in your hand.

Actually it was a roller in the hards of
17-year-old Courtney McMullen, who
spent the best part of a beautiful Thursday
brightening the home of 101-year-old
Annie Caldwell,

“We've got. all - different races and
religions and cultures blending together,
trying to accomplish one goal,” said
Courtney. “I want to be like Annie when [
get that age.”

The South Mecklenburg High School
senior was part of a first-year program
designed to foster unity. Mecklenburg
Ministries took 40 teenagers from 2]
schools and 19 congregations, gave them
charitable jobs during the day and had :
them talk about prejudice over two nights
at the Jewish Community Center,

Please see Barriers/page 3C
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Barber shares

By Dianne Hill

Retired barber Ken Norton
shared his plethora of memories
about growing up and living in
Davidson to the Davidson Senior
Club on Jan, 12,

“It’s’ been a rewarding ex-
perience to grow up in a town
with businesses, a school of
learning, and people from al]
walks of life,” he said.

Norton, who was born during. .

the Depression, came to Davidson
at an early age.

The first type of business he
mentioned was two movie
theaters. The first one was where

the current Guilf station is on
Wain Street.

% The second one was across the
Street from the Depot where a
cafe and barber shop was for
black people.

His father ran the barber shop
near the Depot for 57 years before
moving to the old barber shop
location on Main Street where
Norton worked for 51 years.

“My father cut hair on Friday,
got sick on Saturday, rested on
Sunday, and died on Monday,” he
said,

Norton decided not to work as
leng as his father did, so he ean
enjoy life a little more.

Other businesses he mentioned
that were here in the early 1930s
was a department store where
Main Street Books is now and a
Ford Dealership where Ben &

Jerry’s and City Cofton are now.
He said that Southern Cotton
Seed 0il Company was located

— —-hﬁ——u—“‘mf——

- married May 21 at Davidson Pres-

byterian Church,

The bride is the daughter of Mr.
and“ Mrs. Robert Miller Sr. of
Columbia, 8. C. She is a graduate

of Hanau Asieriegn High School,

Germany. Shie is employed at Eck-
erd Drugs in Cornelius,

The groom is the son of Harry
Huntley, Sr. of Statesville. He is a
graduate of North Mecklenburg
High School and is employed with
Concrete Forming in Mooresville,

The bride was given in mar.
riage by her father. Officiating
minister was the Rev. Larry
Daniels.

Wedding musician and soloist

.. Was Jay Bates.

The bride wore a long gown of

 White bridal satin that featured a

V-low cut neckline, basque waist
and candy-box bows on the back
of her gown, with long, tapered
sleeves. The full-skirt also fea-
tured pearls, sequins and lace en-

in a cathedral length train.
Her headpiece was a floral
Wreath with pear] trimmed

leaves, pearl Sprays and roll-edge
~veil, The bridesmaids wore royal

blue satin dresses.

e 2
e TG

ortn chats wi
Dianne Hill)

Where the Davidson Clinic is now.

A’ Western Union office was
where Village Trave] is now and
Hughes Johnson Grocery was
where newspaper office is riow.
Norton even mentioned abowl-
ing alley located where the First
Union Bank is now. He also said
that Davidson had two furniture

— €.

degree i
R

N paralegal.

NRPC Vanth Cathawie~.

b

th a Senior Club memﬂbber»aftr his talk. (Photo by

stores in the 1940s.
Davidson College
Norton said that Davidson Col-
lege had nine or 10 buildings
when he was a child. One of the
buildings was Carolina Medical
College that was on the current
Davidson Village Green.
He was disappointed when it

memories with Davidson seniors

was torn  down, because he
wanted to be a museum.

In his talk, Norton mentioned
numerous boarding houses, such
asthe Copeland and Sloan board-
ing houses, where the students
lived while attending school.

“That’s the thing about older
citizens — we talk about houses
because we knew the people that
lived in them,” he said with a
smile on his face, :

Norton also mentioned that he

studied violin at Davidson Col- |

lege almost 55 years ago.

He said that many of the black
People worked at the college in
the late 19405 and early 1950s ag
Janitors,

Until 1879, the town’s name was
Davidson College, he said.

Personal Background
Neorton talked about when his
home burned in 1932. He grew up
at the interseetion of Lorimer

Road and Thompson Street.
“My dad kicked the window out
and had me in his arms,” he said.
The family watched their house

burn. They stayed with a white

family across the street that
night.

Norton said that the Depot was
a happening place, especially for
students who rode the train to

Charlotte. Southern railroad also Y

went north as far as Barber’s
Junction, he said.

“Everyone hung around the:
tra;‘n station to see who was com-
ing into town,” he said.

Matron of honor was Lowse
Miller, sister-in-law of the bride.
Bridal attendants were Sheena
Alexander, Brenda Alexander,

. Donna McDaniels, Ellen Heav-

ner, Annette Huntley and Evon
Archie.
Best man was Harry Huntley,

. Sr.; Groomsmen were Grey

Huntley, Bobbie Archie, Teddy
Donaldson, Rodney Jordon, and
Robert Miller Jr. v

A reception was held im-
mediately following the
ceremony in the gym at the At!a
Jenkins Community Center in
Davidson. :

Buds of Promise Program :

On May 8 the Buds of Promise
along with the Sunday School
Department at Reeves Temple
AM.E. Zion Church held a
Mother’s Day program im-
mediately following the morni
worship service.

The speaker
for this special

Davidson and a
senior at Nort
Mecklenbur

High School. . soumiena

Patricia’s mother, along with
her aunt, Hattie Johnson, at-

_tended a program at Secpnd_ C_gl-

RN N

vary Baptist Church in Chariotte
where Patricia was speaking. Her
subject was Dedication and

‘Leadership. They were so excited

and pleased with her speech, they
invited her to share it during
their program.

Patricia began her speech by
sharing with the group a verse
from Ecclesiastes 2:26, which
reads “For God giveth to a man
that is good in his sight, wisdom
and joy.”

She compared Biblical times
with the present, how black
leaders had made great contribu-
tions to the world. She said
“From the earliest time, God
meant us to be forerunners and
leaders. We as young blacks
should strive to do our best today,
learn about our history.”

Throughout her speech, she en-
couraged her young audience to
strive to be successful leaders.
She also reminded them to
remember their roots, history,
and the forbears’ shoulders on
which they stand.

Patricia is involved in many
clubs and other activities at
North Mecklenburg. She is not
only the president of the student
body, but has captured many
honors and awards: Who’s Who
Among American Universities
and Colleges, outstanding leader-
ship awards for Minority
Achievement and FHA
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Churches go beyohd religion

Friendship Missionary
Baptist’s expansion of
ministry is part of trend

BY KEN GARFIELD
AND PETER ST. ONGE
Staff Writers
No longer content to erect
sanctuaries and fellowship halls,
some Charlotte-area congrega-
tions are buying and developing
property to include homes, parks

and businesses, all in the name of
beyond the

serving people
church.

A dramatic il-
lustration came
Monday when a
west Charlotte
mega-church
shared its vision
of “Friendship
Village” - a mix

that reflects a new kind of build-
ing boom in the faith community.
Friendship Missionary Baptist

Church intends to transform 107
acres across from the church on
Beatties Ford Road into a com-
plex that includes housing for
people with HIV/AIDS. The de-
velopment also would include
homes, stores and offices.

“The community consists of
more than just a church,” said the
Rev. Clifford Jones Sr., pastor of
the largely black congregation of
4,300. “A beloved community is

In the Carolinas, Friendship
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Missionary Baptist isn’t the only
congregation branching out:

B In Cabarrus County, First As-
sembly of Concord bought the
Village shopping center outside
downtown and turned part of it
into worship space. The rest is
used for ministry, including a cri-
sis pregnancy center, and retail,

® Mayfield Memorial Baptist
Church on Charlotte’s West Sugar
Creek Road near Interstate 85 is
looking into opening medical fa-
ciliies and senior day care to
serve the community. Since 1984,
the church has operated a 60-unit
federally subsidized housing
complex.

® Charlotte’s AM.E. Zion Church
operates a 26,000-square-foot re-
treat and meeting complex near
Sugar Creek and Nevin roads in
the Derita neighborhood. Zion’s
Renaissance, which opened in
1998, is available for meetings,
and the property includes a lake
stocked with fish for area seniors
who want to cast a line,

“A lot of times, people think
churches are fairly selfish with
their ministries, in the sense that
they dom’t do things in the
broader community,” said David
Miller, AM.E. Zion’s secretary
treasurer and the force behind the
Zion’s  Renaissance project.
“That’s what we want to do with
this facility.”

Nationally, the trend is taking
shape as well.

In Houston, more than 40
churches have started nonprofit
community development corpo-
rations. In northeast Houston, for
example, churches and communi-
ty groups bought a closed-down
Kmart and converted it into a su-
permarket. -

Friendship sets the pace

In Charlotte, few churches are
as aggressive as Friendship.

Jones announced one of the
first phases of Friendship Village
on Monday to more than 100

church and civic leaders - 18

housing units for people with
HIV/AIDS, to open by 2005 and
include Hospice care,

In outlining the HIV/AIDS
Project, Jones said the church
wants to be part of the solution,
“not just part of the crowd that
cries condemnation.” But the $3
million project - with money to
come from church members,
grants and donations from busj-
nesses and charities - is only part
of the picture, ,

By 2015, said Jones, Friendship
hopes to have developed lots for
55 middle-income homes, office
and retail space, a day-care cen-
ter, a park and athletic fields,
housing for the elderly and ac-
commodations for Alzheimer’s
patients. Church administrator
Ed Holland said Friendship
would consider partnering with a
developer on the residential and

retail parts of the project. “If we
did make money;” he said, “we’d
plow it into ministry.”

Also planned: ga 3,000-seat

sanctuary to replace the existing

sanctuary, which would be used
by a private Christian school the
church hopes to start. ‘

Jones has a pet project: an ice
cream parlor where neighbors
could gather in the evening for
sundaes and fellowship.

No objections heard so far

Jones and Holland said they
have heard no objections to the
HIV/AIDS project ‘or larger de-
velopment from church members
ornearby residents.

Friendship plans to hold at
least two public meetings in June
to share details with neighbors.
Holland said the congregation
has already approved $1.4 million
to build the first roads into the
Pproperty, now a large, grassy field
near Interstate 85,

A former banker, Holland
spent part of the morning putting
dollar signs to Jones’ lofty visions.
Though the vision is years from
reality, the prospect alone is
enough to make Holland see be-
yond the bottom line.

“We really do see a commumij-
ty,” he said. “A community of sup-
port.”

" Ken Garfield: (704) 358-5094 or
kgarﬁeld@charlotteobserver.com, Peter
St. Onge: (704) 358-5029 or
pstonge@charlotteobserver.com.
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Libby Plaid « Four O’Clock Border

ODK representative Phoebe Dean (left) presents Lowery an honorary 1,

staff membership.




























































































































