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Shared Stories: Community
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African Americans in North Mecklenburg

. We had picnics. We had to be industrious because there was no outlet for us. Ve e g
h l‘ed on WESt Slde We were re_legated to the east si_de of the railroad track, so we had picnics and FSS ' » ' ‘ * Hood Norton and family in Davidson A lot was centered around the
Inpllt gat € o first year, it will b feetml camp mee_tmgs. The reason we did this was because we had to have some T L — : e . family and the church. It all
s year.of.tttt;%{;f;ea‘,’,‘;“?ei‘im- stark said. T2 of which is 2l source of joy and fun to release the anxiety and tensions that we had, and so happened in your front yard
By Som Knowm. Davidson 2100 Clltovements (6T, ondy complete: 1 U0 nd we had that. And people became entrepreneurs. You soon learned that if you and in your back yard or your
Tg‘ %}§ Sliitgigetg’Jx’n‘f‘gSﬁ%ttgi ‘fg:‘ri‘:"i?id‘ft:;%%}ﬁt;déo i uo 533%%’%533:“%;%?;&2?‘fg"{;ft‘% were going to have a picnic, you had to have somebody to sell the fish, hot church because the opportuni-
& eir neighbornoo®. rovide enoul re about ing to on Sloan and Wat- 3 ; -k 1 iy
i‘:fggg‘;{%lﬁgfﬁsd °:‘:£si§§§y 4%0”33355'?3 %E:E%Ef :1'22 zfg:éﬁ?e?:i:ff members Brice, dogs and drinks, for popcorn and for somebody to take the twenty-five cent ?;if)(:l g?l\:ietthhee ptiggyi; r;LZf:drg:llrde
%Pe%léfg;i,gen cglock Grant._Thg ;%t‘;nglt‘;tata e quite a while, he lanner Tim Ke%‘:?eci‘g, gusan photographs. —Bee ,lay caldwe"

those kind of things, it was not
there in my world. So basically
Sunday School picnics. One
thing | loved was going to

id. i ed
town boa;r the next two years salEldeﬂy and handlcapp.d Britt helpe

! jority in decl ¢

le will gete‘é‘}‘g woyrk on first, forum, a.“d .
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"be rental housing, he attégane'sai a thi tol‘:,::) \:glel éo 1:-
5 tion bac &

also be done  the informa nt Committee

may lopme capital im-

Judy Schuh
§ from S B d
involving mone; taling more ing
other SOUELL %:;ix‘goon the grant Statk ST
than $700,000. in September, ac- fix up

me s said. 1
should co ob Stark, the town's oOther wo\‘kt money, if it is 8P~ munity Deve

; e a
roject. ith the gran 8 im- bine it 1N toh-
consults rxﬁfx?e;h\?vfmg be used to w:*t(')tzred. Gireet and sidewalk I lan for the neig
Gran

; ilitation of provements P hown to
" and moderatein€ome o qvements and rehabilita P 1t will then be s

Belmont to the park to ride the
‘ big ferris wheel. On Tuesday

Lo up Mouses in IOV hing ste self Meo  borto%to mornood sgain b Tp R NVl | L A T ; P _ g < - ' - nights, we all got on a bus. So

riffth SIS major 0PI, e by residents being Fecon ust meoting. IR ‘ —y . : oy ' what | have to tell you is that

000 the 1% Tiuded. poor MBI o, e plan is IR ling the ' it wasn't here for the families
eBligEeS own's resourcos o PRGIRES | on my side of town and for me.

What we had to do was to go

elsewhere. —Ruby Houston

cording to B

ighborhood' RN

After they moved over, we moved over here but we moved in an apartment. They were down there
in the lake, where the lake is now. They were Ralph Johnson’s apartments. Then they moved the
apartments, up further on the road [unclear] And that's where, that's the area known as Gunsmoke.

—Maggie Smith

o en stations
4 .~ivants at one of sev
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Ruby Houston gut

And in Pottstown there were three sections, even though there was one little Pottstown section of Huntersville. And in 1909, the governing body of Huntersville decided
that was where Negro descendants of slaves would be relegated. And this was on the east side of the railroad track. But | have to tell you too, where the North Campus
is, the Merancas campus is now, that is where the slave quarters were after the Civil War. There was always a site just outside of town where Negroes or descendants of
slaves could live. So that was where Central Piedmont's North Campus is now. So as descendants of slaves were able to move forward, they would find a job, become
self-employed or become an entrepreneur-minded person, and moved to a place where they didn’t have to be a sharecropper, because sharecropping you only got

one-third of what you produced and a lot of times that left you and your family wanting. It was not a good time for descendants of slaves. —Bee Jay Caldwell
So Mr. O. Potts was a mulatto, meaning he was almost white, pretty near And the men had to have some sort of outlet, too, so
baseball was one of the biggest sports that they had, AA Baseball Team
(unclear), as we say. And he owned land, and he understood the value of and a lot of the men played baseball. Some were very

- . en P i d, and t d. It tunit
being a landowner. So as the men with families who had been living in the  for us to get out on wherever there was a lttle pocket o

for us to get out on wherever there was a little pocket of

quarters, as they became more and more able to find land. So Pottstown, as ~ Gescgndants of siaves they would have a e AN Zion

church, and usually it had enough land so you could have

. - - L] H IR a ball field and so you could play ball there. And we had
it was known, had three different sections, We had “across the hill,” and the &3 ze oo o Coultalmans Sy Hall heter And

reason it was across the hill, most Negroes who were descendants of slaves  there was one over on Church Street, its Huntersuille
ion, and you had another one at Catawba Presby-

did not have a car. So you didn’t want to cross the railroad track and walk terian, you had a ball field at Columbus Chapel. And so

when you played ball, you had a picnic, and so it was

down 115 or the railroad track to get to this site across the hill. So we just reallya (unclear) tme, and you could seeall your frends
. . ; . uring the summer, so that was rea | oings.
called it across the hill, and you went down a steep hill to get here. And . Ly

—Bee Jay Caldwell
down Holbrook Road there was farming land and people had alway:s Tt e Yo b SHA< e 4k fhey o
farmed there. So after the war my father went to school on the Gl Bill. He videddse ol et e peaple nesde ot you had

something called Youngblood’s. It was where the Rock

was taught how to lay brick, and they paid him to farm cotton a couple of Store was, right below North (high school), and they

: moved the road and put the car lots there. It was called
years. And so when you wanted to go down Holbrook Road, it was called the Rock Store, but it was owned by the Youngblood
. amily. We could shop there tor groceries. Then there
the Bottom. So you had Pottstown, Across the Hill, and the Bottom. And Wak THiek St SimbsE 5121, 1Ws didn't hiop tiare
: : . . h,b it too f d we didn't h 6
even though this was considered Pottstown, it was not really that close in (e had to shop local pretty much. —Bee Jay Caldwell
proximity, but it was still called Pottstown. —Bee Jay Caldwell
MOVIES: there was a recreation teacher, she taught phys.ed BYLaws
at the school, she would spend a lot of time with us on .
Saturdays, riding bicycles, skating and other things like THVILLE COMMUN; 7
that. Our parents would let us out of the neighborhood 4 North oo K
with her. We sort of made our own fun with stuff to do. R Corprgg
We went to Cornelius. We would walk down on Saturdays
to the movies and | had to be back by 4 oclock, so most ARTICLE |
of the rest of them came back, too. = —Erving McClain BOARD op p,
9 o W
There was a movie [theater] in Cornelius we'd go to. | remember asking my mother why she cooked so much
There wasn't much fun, you made your fun yourself. on Sundays. And she said, well if anyone comes by we'll Bt S 0,
[Churches] used to have fried fish picnics and picnics on  have enough to share with them. She was from a family Tl e o
May Day, ball games, and that was fun. —Susie Lowery of, | think, 7 sisters and one sister had 9 or 10 children. o Ereision Ofabw::f:j ar:fff:f:“"s
That's where we could end up on Sundays a lot of the e ooy, vt o

When | was growing up in Cornelius—Smithville, there were plenty of kids. One of the families had

nine children all about my own age and they lived down on the dead end. Even in the summer tlme' outin the country. No matter WhO Laine there weas

time, even then there was always plenty of kids. And we used to play in the road. We'd play soft- always enough food for everybody. She go in and pU"
ball, dodge ball, hopscotch, hide and seek—all of those things outside. A buddy of mine, we say

that we had such a great childhood growing up here. We didn’t know, we really didn't know out anOther jar and open It up. I remember them can-
perhaps how disadvantaged we were. We did not because things were so—pretty pleasant. We ning_ |l remember my dad having a small ga rden and my
used to be able to play all over the community, bicycles, activities at the community center. Just S C e

about every weekend there was something going on. —Ron Potts granddad—l remember them kllllng PIgs, kl"lng hogs.

—Verdie Torrence
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