| even worked for Davidson College. In the
library in the serials and documents. That's
in the early 70s. | had worked at the bank,
Piedmont Bank and Trust in Davidson. |
was one of the first blacks, really | was
the first black they hired at Piedmont
Bank and Trust. —Peggy Rivens
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;Grand Opening of ] & G Beauty Supply Shoppe

| started being a lead man at Asbestos [Carolina Asbestos
in Davidson], right after | left there | went to Merita
Bakery and | was assistant shipping clerk. That was down

years and | wanted to get a job closer to home, so | started

was working there, | was partly doing my own business. |
was working on second shift and at that time | had about -
27 employees. | was a supervisor down there at that time.
After | stayed there for a while, | went and took some
business courses so | could start my own business. After |
finished up doing that I continued to work at Foamex. |
worked until they closed down the plant. | went off doing
my own business. | used to have a garbage route when |
was working on second shift. | had a commercial painting
business as well. | started it shortly after | started the
limousine business. —Frank Jordan

| heard that Mr. Johnson had a opening, so | came here in '57

and started working for him....And then in ‘70, | got a job in

Charlotte as a salesman, selling cars. Worked there for six and

a half years. Ray Skidmore American Motors. Five and half

years and then a year in Gastonia, that was in the middle }
seventies and the economy got bad, the gas prices. And | said, |
“well, I'm going back to the barber shop.”...1 didn't keep my
license renewed, so | went back to renew the license and |
started at Potts Barber Shop in Cornelius and worked there for
a number of years; 22 years. And it was good for me, good to
me there, too. | enjoyed working with Mr. Potts over there.
Seven years ago, in ‘93, | decided to come over here and get

Returning
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fered to help him start his.own shop. He opened a|.

Shoe Repair

oe Repairma
“People just don’t wear-the same
kind of clothes now. In college
they just wear tennis shoes..but
things change.”

© " 1t's easy to miss the Main Street Shoe Shop it

businéss began in 1946 during the World War II
« breakthrough in Europe.

1 ineer i . McKissock was
on Trade Street in Charlotte, NC. | left there after four B el B R
mechanics were without hot food or drink, en-
trenchedsin mud, and he contracted double-
pneumonia.. After his recovery, he was advised to
find a job which would be easier on his legs than

working at Reeves—Foamex. | spent 27 years there. While | mechanics, e Mekisook had dcided

that if he “ever got out,”” he would go back to school.
ing home, he took accelerated courses know of
grade, going on to Carver Collego?.
in SRR

have much business. Going against the odds, Mr

k has observed in ch shoe styles the
changing life styles of Davidson people in the past 23
years. )

-" It used to be everybody wore shoes—-most boys

here at Davidson College had four or five pairs of
M.Mmmotdanm,ume’g‘ber
‘many shoes -you hardly turn around,” he
they = reminisced. “People just don’t wear the same kind
*  of clothes now. In college they just wear tennis

of  Mr, McKissock contrasted the “Big Weekends” of
Davidson Iu:“ and present, “The &
7 ook 80 pretty-I'm not saying

00k pretty now, thou

dinnm'l R

. McKissock feels “‘shoe repair is the

same anywhere,” he also adds, “there’s never a

dull day in a shoe something

fascinating. He handles basic repair work on shoes,

belts and luggage, and he also converts regular
shoes to golf shoes or corrective.

Things change in the shoe business, both shoe
styles and repair methods, so that “people twenty
years ago wouldn’t know what to-do now,” Mr.
McKissock explained. Steps that used to be very
time-consuming can nowbbe done q&llickly with
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doing.”

college,
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my own shop. That's when Norton went out of business. The
way it got started was, Mr. Knox came over and said, “Raeford,
I've got a place available, would you be interested?” | said
“Nah,” I wasn’t even going to think about it. And then he said,
“Norton’s going out of business,” and I said, “It might be good
for me.” And | went by a few days later and we made a deal
that same day to get this place.” —James Raeford
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pleasant background as, Mr. McKissock demon-
strated the process of rebtilding a shoe. “Most of it
you just learn by yourself, by doing. You have to be
quick in the shoe business. Really a lot of work goes
into it-people think you just slap something in
there, but you work hard for every penny you

It’s amazing to watch the many steps involved in
ich Mr. McKissock accom] 80

. but ‘you learn
quit,
a

to Mr, He
though! But Friday, Saturday . : has, pever had.a serious injury-in his 23 )
vuldlnn_tu’miipii 5 ‘umﬁmmMulmm‘

e of machines and what they’ll do to

“‘knowledg
you that makes a difference.”
Perhaps it is this knowledge of machinery that,
allows Mr. McKissock to cut deftly, sand, trim,
" glue and stich every moment surely and swiftly. Or
perhaps it is his philosophy about work, which he
explained as “You have to have a little bit of pride,
that’s the way not to get tired-to love what you're
For 23 years now, Warren McKissock has
shown this quiet pride in his work, as well as a frien-
dly, genuine interest in Davidson-the town, the
, and above all, the people.

e

| think Mr. Withers had a sawmill
and a farm. Most all of them really
did mill work because that was the
only thing around here for black
folks: farming, millwork or the
asbestos plant. —Evelyn Carr
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Gerald Potts (front) of Potts Barbershop & -
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'};'f‘A‘n amazing man”: “My ambition was to teach,” says Ken
_Norton, who has been a barber in Davidson for 50 years. ‘I
| thought | was a God-sent mathematician.” Now he’s trimming the

College town

Ny

barber meant

hair of sons and grandsons of some of his original customers, and
he’s still in his foster father's shop, the same one with its barber
pole, directly across from Davidson College. :

By PAT BORDEN GUBBINS
Staff Writer

t 14, Ken Norton of David-
son had no intention of
becoming a barber.

True, he had already
spent four or five years shining
shoes in the barber shop on Main
Street owned by his foster father,
Hood Norton.

“My ambition was to teach,”
said Norton. “I thought 1 was a
God-sent mathematician.”

But here he is, 50 years later,
trimming the hair of sons and
grandsons of some of his original
customers. He’s still in his foster
father’s shop, the sarhe one with its
barber pole, directly across from
Davidson College.

“l never thought I'd be a bar-
ber,” said Norton on a recent
afternoon,

“My dad said he barbered for 57
years. 1 don’t want to die on the

job. I hope 1 can make it to do
something else.” 5

So next year when Norton turns
65, he plans to put down his
scissors and indulge in the dozen
or so hobbies he loves.

These include crafts and paint-
ing, leading High Adventure trips

as a Boy Scout leader, traveling

and hybridizing irises at his home
20 miles away in Rowan County. ‘1
have more hobbies than the nor-
mal person ought to have,” he
said.

On one wall of his shop are
framed documents reflecting spe-
cial moments in his life:

His certificate from Morgan Bar-
ber College (1943), his associate
degree from Carver College
(1951), a Silver Beaver Award for
his work with the Boy Scouts
(1978), the Martin Luther King
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| was growing up.
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the way 10 & man's heart is through his
ach, @5 the saying goes, that must hold
¢ for “children, too. No one at Davidson-
inelius Day Care Center would argue the
| that Marjorie White" king has won 42

arents wonder at the magic Mrs While

s, wh own %

Ids Wi

ccoll and a
T touch at home.

“! don't know If it's the way I season, or
W™ Mrs. White says. ““The only thing | tell
m is, 'Taste it. You don't know whether
| ke it or not unless you try." "

Staffers suspect Mrs. White's nower lies
n _her a de’ loward the kids ¢
[illc things she doesTor them — the 42
hday cakes she bakes every year, each one
splete with decorations and the appropriate
nber of ¢andles, and the way she sees to it
t each of 42 small bowlis of fruit cocktail
‘e at least one red chunk of cherry

“She says exacily what will make them

| good," savs Raye Anderson, the Center's
jcutive director

“She's provided more than food on the
le for so long." says Sandry Willoughby, a
gher of the 4-vear-olds

{The people at the Center want 1o show
5. White how they feel about her, so they've
anged special honors for her Sunday
mre'll be a drop-in tea, and, for once, some
fy else will prepare the food. As a lasting
mnder of the tribute, she’ll receive an er

Wed silver tray

o when they retire or when thev dic Ms
lloughby savs “We wanted Mrs
W we appreciate her now."

her 57 years. The daughter of tenant farm
in northern Mecklenburg, she was prepar
i the family meals by her early teens. The
cern in those Depression years was not s
ich for nutritional balance, but simply get
B enongh food on the table for hersel!
rents, two sisters and a brother

\"I'd cook just green vegetables and biscuits

g qor'nhrom." she remembers, “not meat regu
' ‘ Mrs. White was married and the mother of €3Nt remember exactly. But, she says, during

pmall daughter when WWII came along. She

fls of green things they

White to

Maijorie White has been cooking for most
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Warren McKissock owned a shoe repair shop-
Lin what is now the backof Toast Restaurant. "

| graduated from nursing school in 1956. Then after that, | worked at Good Samaritan
school for 2 years, on the medical unit. After that, | changed jobs and went to the
Physical Rehabilitation Institute in Charlotte and worked. | worked rehab for 36 years.
| changed different positions there and my last 15 years at rehab | was in nursing
administration. And I did some family education during that time at rehab with
families and physically handicapped patients. That was really rewarding. The whole
time | was there | enjoyed it, you were always learning something different, some new
from working with those people. My mother was a licensed practical nurse and she did
» private jobs in private homes. And then she started going out of town for jobs. Most of
% the people worked at the college or they did day work in homes when

—Erving McClain
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“Usually, people are just shown apprecia-
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Mrs. Wh
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Marjorie White's Biscuits Will Warm The
..« Shane Rolling, 4 (left), Takata Sher i,

Sigma Alpha Epsilon pledges flourished on She llll(és C';OOM
ite's cookery for 15 or 16 years — she  — spaghetti, chi¢
— and every

vears she has been at the center, she  in something she iKnoy

We quit farming then. Everybody had jobs and we went to

the white folks, took care of their children, cleaned their

fraternity boarding house.

houses, and cooked. | worked at the Mooresville cotton
mill and Mooresville laundry a while and over at the

—Susie Lowery

Well, you see, Davidson didn’t have but one clothes
store. We had to go to Charlotte to get what we
needed. Even groceries. —Susie Lowery
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ERNEST C. BYERS, Tailor.

Davidson, N. C.

Honest Work, Prompt Delivery,
Cleaning und Pressing a Specialty,

Satisfaction Guaranteed,

ORDERS TAKEN FOR MADE-TO-MEASURE GARTENTS.

i Y. am

Back then, it was back in as my dad tells us
the 'Hoover days.’ They weren't bad. But he
told me he worked for 5 cents an hour, or
maybe 5 cents a day, | don’t remember.
After that, my daddy came to the Carolina
Asbestos Mill; he worked there for 32 years.
No, he worked at the cotton mill first; he
was a night watchman and a boiler, kept
the boiler going. And he worked up there
for many, many years. And then he went to
the asbestos plant. —Evelyn Carr

After she left there, she cooked at a fraternity house for about 20 years, probably. That was hard work because she
worked 7 days a week. | don’t think she was making more than about $8.75 a week. | remember because | was
working with her then and they raised it up so that when I left we were making $14.50. To make money, we used
to have a big old walnut tree almost in our backyard, and I used to sit up on the tree and hurl walnuts and | made
money, just my little nickels and dimes. In blackberry season, we would pick blackberries and sell them. And then

later on, when | got older, | got a babysitting job, and she paid me $8 a week.

—Evelyn Carr




