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Spike Lee Promotes

New Film on Campus
Bomb Threat Forces Event to be Moved to
Johnston Gym Minutes Prior to Speech

By Tom Koonece

On Wednesday October, 21
filmmaket Spike Lee spoke to a
large Davidson audience and
fielded questions from the crowd
during a
“Rap Ses-
sion” held in
Johnston
Gym. The
program was
moved to
Johnston af-
ter a ficti-
tious bomb
threat was
calied in two
minutes be-
fore the talk
was to begin
in Love Au-
ditorium.

Lee has
directed six
films in the
past seven
years, in-
cluding Do
the Right
Thing and
Jungle Fe-
ver. Heisa
graduate of
Morehouse
College in
Atlanta and
NYU Film
School. He
was brought
to Davidson
in order to help solve underlying
probl'ems‘of racial intolerance on
campus. Several different college
groups, including the Union and
the Dean of Student’s Office, spon-
sored Lee’s talk.

Lee spoke from the middle of
the gym to a crowd which filled
one side of the building’s bleach-
ers. He wore ablack “X” hatas he
walked around the temporary
“stage.” Speaking casually to the
audience, Lee began the program
by talking for ten to fifteen min-
utes about his new movie, Malcolm
X . He spoke about the length of
the movie (over three hours),
Denzel Washington’s “amazing”
performance as Malcolm X, the
film’s budget, and why he wanted
to direct this production. Tee said
that Malcolm X is “the best thing
I’ve done so far.”

After finishing this promotion
of the movie, Lee told why he
decided to accept the invitation to
speak at Davidson. He said, “One
of the reasons why I speak at col-
leges and universities is because I
realize you make up a large part of
the audience who sees my films
and to combat the negative press I
get.”

Lee later cited how thg me-
dia took a comment of his telling
people to skip work and class to go

see Malcolm X on its opening day,
outof context, “That statement got
blown out of proportion. I still
don’t think that’s a radical state-
ment. I don’t think learning and

education have to take place within
four walls,” said Lee.

The questions lobbed at Lee
by the audience covered a wide
spectrum of issues, but the major-
ity centered on the speaker’s films
and the various components that
went into making these movies.
Only one question dealt with a
topic specific to this campus.

Lee was asked whether or not
he thought black fraternities and
establishments contributed to a
separatist movement. The student
questioner mentioned that
Davidson was just granted a chap-
ter of Alpha Phi Alpha. Lee said,
“By granting a charter of A Phi A,
that is not separatism as well as
establishing a Black Cultural Cen-
ter at UNC (is not). Pro-black does
not equal anti-white. They are
entirely two different things.”

When asked how he feels ra-
cial tensions will be in this country
ten years from now, Lee said, “I'm
a filmmaker. I pose the questions
to get people thinking.
have any answers.”

Lee also answered questions
about hisopinionson the presiden-
tial race ¢“I think Bush is gone™),
the Anita Hill allegations against
Clarence Thomas, Malcolm X ar-
ticles as fashion symbols (“I ac-
knowledge that they might not

Write for News!!! Call and
be obnoxious to Sean at -6641.

Photo By Bill Giduz

I don’t

know who he is..., butit’s alright if
itsabeginning), his opinions of the
Muslim religion, etc.

Lee also spoke some on rac-

.ism after he was asked about his

past comments
on that subject.
He said, “Ifind it
very hard for
black people to
beracists. Tome
racism is an in-
stitution. You
have to have
powertoenforce
rules. Every-
body can be
prejudice. Tome
racism is ‘a lot
bigger danger
than prejudice.”
Leealso said that
he thinks every
African-Ameri-
can has fell rac-
ism in this coun-
try.

Davidson was
the first stop for
Leeonafallcam-
pus tour. His
new movie is
scheduled to
open on Novem-
ber 20, but that
date is subject to
change.

g Habxtat for Humanity. ~
by Iﬁxf rdrather slow start, Habitat for Humanity has beén working
in two pmgrams in C‘hariotte.«me Charlotte Habitat p program and the
Qh@r!btte ‘Geiesis Project. .Charloite. Habitat ‘builds new -houses,
whereas ‘Charlotte-Genesis Project renovates old ongs. Peoplé in the
Genems Pm_lec; purchase run-down hcmses ina: low-mcome ared of
‘Chatlotteand helpio rem)vate the, nexghbnrhoodas well asthe houses.
Next semester, we hope to hielp construct a house in’ Davidson, and
possﬂ:xiy will help Mooresville Habitat with landscapmg and other
"jobs., Habxtat isa greatstress relief! I New volunteers are needed! Call
Andrew. Bazemore (-6324). Alex Crumbley (-6035), Jennifer
McDonald (-6639), or Chris Wells (-6226).
“Davidson Hot Meals
. « Youdon’thavetobea great waiter to participate in Davidson Hot
"Meals. Every other wéek, students provide various types of entertain-
“ment while others sit and visit withthe seniors who come to the Ada
Jenlmns Center forahotlunch. All thatis required of volunteers is one
.and half hours, on Wednesday“from 11:00-a.m. 10 12:30p.m., and a
» siniling face. Hope toseeyou there! AdaJenking Community Ccmer
next Wedresday at 11:00 a.m. If you have any questions, please call
either Patrick White (-6106) or Alice Chakmakian (-6623).
Homelessness

Reach Out’s Homelessness Committee has been volunteering at
- ‘the Uptown Men’s Shelter this semester, mainly on a random sched-
ule. ‘Besides working with the meal.service, volunteers have worked
in the clothing closet, prov1dmg help with the shelter’s maintenance,
and sotting donations.

The. committee willalsosoon begin volunteermg at the Salvation
Army’ s Women’s Sheltet, The late startisdue toa complete overhaul
of the shielter’s volunteer program, but we hope the response will be
great. 'Volunteers will be taking care of the children at the shelter in
thegvenings, once a week. If you have any questions or would like to
volnnteer please call John Franklin(-6245),
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Who will teach for America?

TEACH FOR AMERICA

makes it possible to teach

in an urban or rural

public school without being
an education major!

Teach For America is a
national teacher corps of
talented, dedicated individuals
from all academic majors
and ethnic backgrounds who
commit two years to teach in
under-resourced urban

and rural public schools.
Salaries range from

$15,000 - $27,000 and partial
cancellation (Perkins/NDSL) or
defer hent (Stafford/GSL)
loans is possible.

TEACH FOR AMERICA

Information Session
Davidson College

November 3, 1992
at 7:00 pm
Morrison Room
Grey College Union

N

For more information
contact your career center
or call 1-800-832-1230
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